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OF.THE = 
+ | Great and Solemn CHARGE and 
OrxFict of the Miniſters of _ 
the Goſpel: Collected from, and 
proved by the SCRIPTURES. 


——— —— 


Je ſus ſaith, Simon, loveſt thou me ? He ſaith, Yea, Lord And 
2 s ſaid, Feed my Lambs. He ſaith a ſecond time, Simon, 
efÞ thou me ? He anfwereth, Yea, Lord : Je ſus ſaid, Feed 
my Sheep. He ſaith a third time, Loveſt thou me? Peter was 
Tieved : But Jeſus ſaid, Feed my Sheep, Joh. xxi. 15,16, 17. 
is ſufficient for theſe Things ? 2 Cor. ii. 16. I can do all 
Things through Chrift,, who ftrengtheneth me, Phil. iv. 13. | 
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To the Mosr REVEREND 
FATHERS IN Gop, 


The Archla ſhops - 


And i to the Right Sada FATHERS 
in GOD; 


The BISHOPS of the 
Church of England, 


0  Arotoor for the | 
NE | Preſumption of this 
E Dez Drpicarrex, of leſs 
Wei ght than a Conſciouſneſs 


of a 'moſt ſincere and fervent 
2 Zeal 


* 4 vs 22 F Wee Ry” - 
4 : *4 > + 1 ; of 2 : ” 8 — 
a , * 3 N . & 


Teal hs the Cher" of ar | 
mighty God, for the Digni 


of the Enghſh Church and Cler- 


gy, and for the Safety and 
Happineſsof MensSouls, Yould 
be fit to be offer'd the moſt 
Learned, Pious, and Venerable 
Body of Byhops in the Chri- 
ſtian World: 


Suck a Conſciouſneſs I pro- 

feſs to have, and, Maſt Fene- 
rable, and Right Venerable Fa- 
thers! ſuch a one F promiſe my 
ſelf. will be an Apology prefer. 
rable, in Your candid 
ments, to any other F< con d 
have made. 3 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| ReLviNG thus upon Your 
paternal Goodneſs, I proceed | 
to give ſome Account of my ' 
ſelf, and the few following 


Sheets. 


I HAvk been ordain'd a 
Prieſt of the Church of Eng- 
land theſe Ten Years. About 
Six ſince I penn'd this Treatiſe, 
offering it to the Approbation 
of. an eminent and very pious 
Member of our Communion, 
now with Chriſt. But I pub- 
liſh'd it not, till I had Kot 
Experiment of ſome of the 
0 propoſed Methods, whether 
E 22 they 


dF, 1 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
they were uſeful, and would | 
turn to Account, or no. Ac- 
cordingly I tried, and found 
as many as I could practiſe Ve- 
ry acceptable to the People, 
productive of Virtue and Pie- | 
ty, and reputable both to my 

Office and Perſon: I fay, as 
many as I could practiſe, in . 
that haying been a Curate moſt : 
of theſe Ten Years, and but 
lately benefic'd in the Church, I! 
I could do very little of what I 
| Your Lordſhips will find pro- 

oſed in the Pages before Tou. 
will not Miri, that all the 
Rules and M ethods therein, 


were they practi d, would be 
thus 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
d I thus uſeful and acceptable. 1 
- E recur to Your Lordfhips wiſe 
and pious Judgments to deter- 
mine That: Which to obtain, 


was one great Motive to the 
preſent Dedicatory Diſcourſe. 


I Horz that Determina- 
tion will be a favourable one; 
and if I have. Your Lordſhips 
Approbation, I may * 
hope for That alſo of my Ho- 
4 Brethren, the inferior 
Clergy. For, as J. lay theſe 
Thoughts with all Reſignation 
at Your Lordſhips Feet, ſo 1 
moſt humbly offer them to their 
1 Ido not pre: 
bi tend 


Epiſtle De 
tend in the leaſt to inſtruct: 

That would very ill become me, 
who confeſs my ſelf among the 
meaneſt, and leaſt worthy of 
my Brethren. I only lay theſe 
Methods before them, referring 
them to their Choice or Rejec- 
tion, as they find them conve- 
nient, or not, and ſoapprove or 
diſapprove of them. 


Uron the Whole, if by 
publiſhing theſe Propoſitions I 
gain any thing in your Lord- 
ſhips good Opinion; if there- 
by I mind my Brethren of ſome 
Methods to promote Piety, they 


—_—_—_ think of, and am the 
Cauſe 


Venerable aud Right Venerable 


E Ey Dodieatery. 


Cauſe of their purſuing i it with 
greater Succeſs : If henee any 
Honour accrue to the Clergy, 
Edification to the Church, and, 
above all, Glory to the Divine 
Majefty, I attain my utmoft 
Ambition. If I miſs of theſe 
Ends, I ſhall endeavour to fit 
down ſomewhat, tho' the leſs 
ſatisfied, that they were my 


hearty Deſire ; ; and J hope my 
gracious God thro” Chriſt will 


accept of that. Him I moſt 
ardently beſeech, long, very 
long to continue XY OU, Moft 


Fathers,. Sans of this 
_=_ Church of Chriſt; that 


in 


Evifle — 


in Your Time all Schiſms there- 
in may be gather d up, and 
Your Authority, as well as 
Learning and Virtue, be uni- 
verſally acknowledged among 
Vs. This Is Gi __ FI 
b of, > 


. oft Re everend, 


And Right Pw 
7 IE el 55 
Fathers in God, 


Your Lordſhips | 

Miſt Obedient Sin, © < 
- Hs Reſpif Servant, 
B. 


1 
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To the REVEREND 
er [ The C LE RGY 
CE 
Church of ENGLAND, 
| Reverend and Honoured Brethren E 
SYSY THINK it my great Hg- 
7 nour and Happineſs that 1 
; = can uſe this Appellation to 
pou; and my Reſped and 
Concern for the Intereſts and Reputa- 
tion of our Order occaſion d 1 por 
lihing the following Sheets. I believe 


ws the Engliſh Clergy to be a Body of 
ni, Churchmen excell'd by none in the „ 


H. 


Chriſtian World, either for Learning 
EL? b or 


EPIsTIE Recommendatory. 
or Piety: And yet you are ſenſible 
there are many who cavil and com- 
plain ay ainſt us. Thoſe who ſeparate 
themſelves accuſe us, ſome that we 
are idle and careleſs, too much con- 

form'd to the vain Pleaſures and Inte- 
reſts of the World, which gives us 
Time to attend only to the common 
Duties of our Function: Such as 
Reading Prayers, Baptizing, Burying, 
Tc. which, ſay they, any Child can 
perform; whilſt we neglect the chief 
Work, the Converſion of our People's 
Souls. Others, that our only good 
Method towards the performing that 
Work, which is Preaching, is of little 
Uſe, being cold lifeleſs Diſcourſes, 
made up, for the moſt Part, of Mo- 
rality, and for the leaſt, of Divinity. 
Others again, that tho? our Preaching 
be never ſo good, tis generally nel A 
fectual, becauſe we don't privately 
and particularly inſpect into the State 
of our People's Souls, and their Im- 
provement or Neglect of the Word 
| + __ - preach ® 


EpISTLE Recommendatory, 
uſeful in my own Practice, I humbly 


offer the {ame to your ſerious and can- 


did Conſideration. There is no pious 
Man but muſt wiſh all our Diſſenters 
would conform to the Church. We 
{ce Diſputes and Arguments, tho good 
ones, have prov'd ineffectual. There 
ſeems to be only one Way left to win 
them, viz, by excelling them more and 
more in Piety and Virtue; particular. 
ly in the Labours of our Miniſterial 
Function. Pardon me, if I can't help 
believing, that were we as aſſiduous in 


theſe as we might, we ſhould ſoon 
ſhame them out of their unreaſonable 
Diviſion. I pray God convince them 
of theirErrors, and increaſe his Grace 
both in us and them: In them to 
unite; in us to invite them to that 
Union by our holy Examples. Above 


all, I beſeech him to bleſs our Labours 
among our own People, that this 


i. evangelical Church may have evangeli- 


cal Members; Members as pure and 
Holy in their Converſations, as are the 
2 | | Dodirines 


. 


. L 7 
* 9 
4 Lad . 


| E e18TLE Recommendatory. 

bly Doctrines preachd to them. Then. 
an- will England be the Glory of the Chri- 
dus ſtian World, and we the Engliſh, Cler= * 
ers WW oy. ſhall. ſhine the brighteſt among 
Ws the Reform'd. God grant this! and 
od Wl that both Miniſters and People may 
ere BW at laſt be crown'd with eternal Felicity 
= with him in Heaven, I am Reverend 

L Sirs! and by me very highly reſpected 
lar- and beloved in the Lord Jelim; 


rial 1 

elp il. Your Moft Afectionate Brother, 
s in | 

on And Humble Servant, 
ble | 


em | | B. H. 
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IN A 


| LETTER to a Friend. 


Dear Sir, 
6 Wh is ſonſe Years, you know, fince 


© 


SIG 
* i I had ſacred Orders conferr d upon 
me, and was call'd to the Mi- 
SINE nifterial Function in the Church of 
England. | know your Goodneſs, 
well as Learning, is ſuch, that Treatiſes 
rote either on Letters or Piety are acceptable 
d you; the latter eſpecially are always very 
elcome. If you perceive the Intention only 

B to 


2 Mottives to the Work. 
to be good, that with you attones for all 
other Faults, nay, that alone is no little Me- 
rit in your candid Cdnſide ration. Eneeurag'd 
by this Goodneſs of yours, I undertook to 
write a Treatiſe concerning the Miniſterial 
Function; not the Nature or Excellency of 
it, (thoſe have often been admirably well 
prov'd by learned Hands) but the various Me- 
thods, which, in my poor Judgment, con- 
firm'd by ſome Experience, appear beſt for the 
Execution of it. WE : 
Before I became a Prieſt, which I had a 
deſire to be very young, I had a very great 
Veneration for that Order. I confider'd it as 
honourable, becauſe its End was the Honour 
of God, and the Reconciliation of him to 
Men ; as weighty, becauſe the eternal Hap- 
pineſs of many was propos'd to be gain'd by 
it; as delightful, becauſe the Subjects of it 
were Learning, Virtue, and Piety. Theſe 
were my Notions, which, I hope, Time has 
not a little improv'd. I next conſider d, that 
if the Office were ſo great, and excellent, my 
Care of executing it well ought to be ſome- 
what ſuitable thereto: Conſequently I look'd 
upon my ſelf as _ to make that Care the 
chief, the moſt conſtant, the moſt laborions of 
my Life. That though I might have worldly 
Ends and Intereſts to purſue, as other Men 
have, yet that all thoſe ought to give room 
to this great and more neceſſary one. 


Now, 


* 


Mot ives to the Work: 3 


Now, beſides the Dignity of the Office, 
another great Motive provoking me wholly 
to give up my ſelf to the great Work ot the 
Miniſtry, was the Conſideration of the Im- 
mortality of Mens Souls, and of the infinitely 
valuable Rewards God has propos'd to all 
obedient Chriſtians, both Miniſters and Peo- 

le. This has affected me ſo, that I am re- 
folv'd all my Lite long to act chiefly on the 
Principle of Eternity. It cannot but highly 
affect me to think, that if I ſerve God faith- 
tully, through the Mediator Jeſus, I ſhall be 
eternally happy z nay, if I turn, or carefully 
ſtrive to turn many to Righteouſneſs, I ſhall 
be eminently glorious among the Orders of 
that eternal Exiſtence, Dan. 1 2. 3. 

Again, it makes no ſmall Impreſſion on my 
Mind, to reflect of how ineſtimable a Value 
every human Soul is; as capable by Faith and 
Piety of ſeeing God, of living with him to end- 
leſs Ages; and in ſerving him, of enjoying the 
ſweeteſt Pleaſures and higheſt Honours attaina- 
ble by a rational Creature. On the other hand, 
it moves me as ſtrongly, though not ſo plea- 
ſurably, to think, that Sin will make this ori- 

inally divine Soul eternally miſerable, will 

ut it out of God's Preſence, change it into a 
diabolical Nature, and caſt it into Torments 
with Devils, the Authors and Improvers of 
them. And when upon theſe Thoughts I be- 
gin to conſider, that God has made me, the 
leaſt of his Miniſters, 3 Means, under Chriſt, 

2 0 
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4 Motives to the Work. 


vl making ſuch Souls as are committed to my 
Charge everlaſtingly happy, or, by my Neg- 
lect, of ſuffering them to fall unwarn d, or 
not duly and carefully watchd over, from 
God into never-ending Miſery, I have reſoly'd 
to make this moſt ſacred and weighty Duty, 
the grand Buſineſs of my Life. - Hence 'tis I 
lay no Schemes of raiſing my worldly Fortune, 
of living at Eaſe, in Wealth, and Greatneſs, 
I leave all theſe Things to God's Diſpoſal, 
without concerning my ſelf about them. But 
my chief Thoughts, my Deſigns, my Contri 
vances are how tor the preſent Time, and for 
the future, to ſecure my own Soul, and the 
Souls of as many as I can, in the Love and In- 
tereſts of God and Heaven. | 
For this I am reſolvd to labour continually, 
preferring it to all other Aims and Satisfac 
1 b = 
As I know your Piety is great, I humbly beg 
your moſt fervent Prayers to the Throne o 
Grace for me, that I may perſevere in the 
Reſolutions: For though I may ſpeak big 
Words, yet, between you and I, I have but a 
faint Heart. For beſides my own Corrup- 
tions, Men bold in Wickedneſs do oftentimes 
excee Sly diſcourage me., Indeed, my Cuſ- 
tom is at ſuch Times to go God, and beg his 
Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing; and then I am again 
encourag d. Therefore, my Dear Friend, ſee- 
ing I am thus weak and timerous, and know 
not how the Temptations of the World * 
n ; 1 * 45 this 


Methods might otherwiſe give Birth to. 


Previous Conſiderations. 5 
this my own Weakneſs may work upon me, I 
cannot but repeat my Requeſt of your fervent 
Prayers to God for me. | 

But ſuppoſing his Grace prevails, and I am 
conſtant in my Practice to what I reſolve in 
my Will, I humbly hope I may be of ſome 
Service in the Church, and bring many to 
Chriſt in my great Zeal for his, my dear Lord 
and Maſter's Glory. 

To this End, I have ſat down and conſi- 
der'd, with all the Seriouſneſs and Application 
I am Maſter of, which might be the moſt 
— * and likely Methods to gain upon the 
Wills and Affections ot Men to chuſe God and 
Salvation. I have ſent you the following Ac- 
count of thoſe I have choſen to make ule of; 
which, becauſe they are for the moſt part new 
and uncommon, (yet, as I conceive, in this 
very degenerate and irreligious Age abſolutely 
neceſſary) and may cauſe Diſtaſte, as ſavour- 
ing of Singularity and Affectation, I humbly 
refer to your Correction, that I may hereafter 
regulate my ſelf according to your ſuperior 
Wiſdom and Piety; in that I know it would 
be Preſumption in me wholly to truſt to my 
„ in the greateſt Concern of my 

ite. 75 
© Before I enter upon my chief Deſign, I de- 
fire you to caſt an Eye on theſe following Pro- 
feſſions and Reſolutions previous to it; which 
may take away any Prejudices my propos'd 


1-1 


6 Previous Propoſitions. 


1. I look upon the Church of England to 
be one of the moſt Evangelical in the Chriſ- 
tian World; and as tis ſuch, I profeſs my ſelf 
entirely devoted to it, reſolving as a true Son 
to obſerve all its Canons and Injunctions, and 
to be conſtant to its Faith and Doctrines. Nor 
have I any Thing to complain of relating 
thereto, but only a Corruption of Morals in 
too many of its Members, and in the Prac- 
tice of its Diſcipline. 


2. I will always keep firm to it; and, if 
ever beneficed therein, do nothing new in the. 
Miniſterial Office, (though I judge it never fo 
expedient,) but by leave of my Dioceſan, or 
other the Authority of it. 


3. That in putting the following Methods 
in practice, I will not run wholly of my own 
Head, but conſult ſome of my elder, more 
pious, and learned Brethren, and bave their 
Approbation, 


4+ That I here proteſt to you, I abhor all 
Principles of worldly Praiſe, or affected Singu- 
larity; of getting Glory to my ſelf, or ap- 
pearing more holy and deſerving than my Bre- 
thren ; but that, as ſevere and uncommon as 
ſome of my Rules of acting may ſeem to be, 
the real Deſign of them is the Glory of 
God, and Good of Souls, Hence 'tis that 
F 


Previous Propoſitions. 7 


though I publiſh my Work, I conceal my 
Name. | 


5. I muſt beg you to believe that I do real- 
ly think I ſhall never be able to come up to 
all I propoſe, in its full Extent ; and therefore, 
that if in ſome bw, hereafter fall ſhort, 


(which then you will hear of,) I entreat you 
would impute it not to a want of Will or 
ardent Deſire to do all that lies in me, (the 
Charge given me at my Prieſtly Qxdination,)- 
for God and Mens Souls, but to the Imbecil- 
lity and Backwardneſs of the Fleſh, 


6. Be pleas'd to take notice, that moſt of 
theſe Rules are fitted for a Country Pariſh, 
and to be put in uſe among the poorer and 
more illiterate, People; other leſs coercive and 
freer Methods muſt be taken with the more 
knowing and politer Part of the World, in 
Towns and Cities: However, many of them 
are practicable both in Town and Country. 


Having premiſed thus much, I proceed to 
enumerate all the Ways I have thought on to 
bring a Pariſh to general Piety ; of which 
I now practice as many as my mean Station, 
little Authority, and poor Ability will per- 
mit me. 


My 


| 
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Diviſion of the Mrd. 


1 
| Divifons: | 


1. Of the Duties which relate to my ſelf | 


II. Of thoſe I owe-to the People commit- 
ted to my Charge. 5 


I. The Firſt I ſubdivide as follows: 


Firſt, Of the Principles on which I act. 

; 1ſt, I reſolve, by the Grace of God, to do 
all Things principally for his ſake, and to his 
Glory. 5 am by my Office of Prieſt ſet a- 
part from the World to his Service: I now, 
in a Senſe, belong no more in the World, 
and am not only not to terminate in it, but 
to have little Concern with it, more than what 
relates to God and his Church. To facilitate 
this, I deſire entirely to give up my ſelf to the 
Service of Heaven. In Imitation of the Na- 
2zarites, Prophets, Samuel, and St. John Bap- 
tiſt, I reſolve to renounce the World, and all 
carnal Enjoyments, as they interfere with my 
moſt weighty and labourious Duty of carin 


for Souls. Conſequently, in all my Actions I = 
Van Eye to God and his ſpiritual Service, and 


let none centre in a carnal End, but the com- 


mon Offices of Nature, Jobn 15. 19. 1 Chron. 


23. 13. 
| _ 2d, In 


Subject naturally falls into two general 
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The Author's Rules for Self-Conduct, 9 
adh, In Imitation of St. Paul I exerciſe bo 
ſelf in the Hopes of the Reſutrection from the 
Dead; and endeavour to ſquare my Actions, 
as near as I can, to the Judgment of them 

which Lexpe& Chriſt to pronounce at the great 
Day of Accounts. Lam ſenſible, that when 1 


| 


appear before the Lotd of Glory; nothing will | 
avail me but his Mer BA and my Obedience to 
the Terms on which tis offered: Which are 


Holineſs, Faith, Self-Denial, Prayer, and _ | 


cially. inceſſant Labour in the Miniſtry, 
diligent 
ſore I purpoſe to ſtrive; to my Life's End, to 
form my Thoughts, 6 and Actions, as I 
think they will 3 approved or condemned - 
the Day of Judgment; Remembrin 
Words of St. — — Jadgment a f 
-begin at the Houſe of God, 1 Pet. iv. 17. 

zul, Equally, it not in a Degree ſuperior, to 
the Conſideration of my own o»afety, I act on 
the Principle of the Love of God. He is 
deareſt. Father, who made me a-living $0 
capable of eternal Pleaſures : Chriſt; God and 
Man, died on my Account, and has taken Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Heaven for me. He has open'd and 
enter d the everlaſting Gates thereof, and has 

given me ſure Ho ＋ entring therein after 
* Therefore I wil ſtrive not only to get 
thither my ſelf, bur, becauſe tis pleaſing to 
my All-bounteous Lord, to perſwade as _ 
as I can to tread the ſame Path alſo. 

C 15 
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Care for the Salvation of Souls. There- 
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eternal Intere | 
ſolution of the heroic St. Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 15. 


to act, which that I may not deviate fr 


go Hir Principle of Aftion. 
thus the Love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, 2 Cor. 
v. 14. and therefore | ETA 
athly, This is my next Principle, vig. The 
turning of as many as J can to Righteouſneſs. 
For when I reflect on the amazing Goodneſs of 
God to me (one of the greatelt_ of Sinners) 
and to all the World, I am wholly made up 
of Love to him: And this Love to him cauſes 
alſo a Love to all Mankind. I love them by 
Nature, and the more, becauſe the God of 


Love hath ſo commanded me. Hence all my 
whole Life I intend to labour and toil, contrive 


and endeavour with all my Might to gain Souls 


* 


to him. 


O! think I, what a Happineſs will it be for 
me, not only to have ſecured my own Sonl, 


but to have been the Means of bringing Num- 
bers of other Souls to God. How will it en- 


hance my Bliſs, to ſee with theſe very Eyes, 
rhaps, a whole Pariſh, or moſt of them 
ning in Glory, and reflect at the fame time, 
that by the Bleſſing of Chriſt, my Care and 
Zeal torwarded their Salvation! Acting on this 
Principle, I promiſe my ſelf, I can never be 
_ but ſhall always be delighted 7o 
pend and be fpent for my Fellow-Chriſtians 
s fake; according to the Re- 


On theſe and fuch like Principles I 3 
rom, I 


Second: 
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Religions Principles. 11 
or. Secondly, Theſe following Rules for the or- 
dering of my ſelf _ 

1ſt, Thought is the Principle of all Action: 
Therefore, by the Grace of God I am reſol- 
ved to do my Endeavour, to bring every 
Thought into Captivity to the Obedience of 
Chriſt, according to the Rule of St. Paul, 
2 Cor. x. 5. For though the carnal Paſſions 
and Appetites in Men do very much ſway the 
Thoughts, yet the ſame thinking Faculty, re- 
ou by Piety, can make the Inclinations 

ly and ſpiritual. 

Hence I endeavour to get a Habit of religi- 
cus THINKING. This I take to be the firſt 
Step to ** of Word and Work. For 
ul, it 1 often think upon God, I ſhall the more 
m- delight in him (who is inexhauſtible Good) 
en- and if 1 — — on Piety and. Virtue, 
es, 1 ſhall have no Time to conſult any vain, 
m much leſs vicious Objects and Enjoyments, 
1c, And Tam taught thus to think from Pſ cxix. 15, 
nd 48, 78. and from Matt. xii. 35. Luke vi. 45. 
his 2dly, WorDs are the outward Indications 
be EY of Thought: Therefore I reſolve that mine, 
ro as becometh a Miniſter of Chriſt, be grave, 
ns | ſober, and generally tending to the Improve- 
ment of Virtue and Piety. I ſhall ſay more 
of this under the Head of CoxvxxsATIOx. 
fe zah, In the Order of Decency, and in the 
I Nature of Things, a Man's own Exam 
: ought to precede 12 Doctrine. He ought firſt 
& || i pats imielf what by perfiades thr 
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12 Rules for directing the Thoughts, 
to, and then his Arguments witl have à practick 
Energy and Life attending them. Hence tis 
I ſtrive that all my Actions be holy and juſt ; 
as conformable to the Doctrine and Example 
of Chu iſt as human Weakneſs will permit them; 


that ſo the People may ſee what J urge them 


to, is practicable, even by me. Tam ſenſible 


all my other Endeavours ate like to be vain, if 


my own Practice is not added. Virtue and 
Piety are beautiful in the Theory, but then 
they are Delights of the contemplative Facul- 


ty only. Now all Objects viewed only contem- 


platively make but weak Impreſſions: ' But 
when Virtue and Piety are ſhewn in Action, as 
well as Contemplation, they are ſenſibly and 
feelingly, as well as ideally reflected; and 
conſequently are often contraſted by thoſe for 
whoſe Imitation they were Pr I have 
learnt by Experience, that the ſtrict and pious 
Converſation of the Juſt has been a mighty 
Awe upon the Profane, and ſometimes has con- 
verted them. Few wicked Romans would dare 
to do wickedly in the Preſence of the Great 
Cato; and ſuch an Awe has the Converſation 
of a pious Minifter over his People. 

_ Tis ſtoried, that among the Creeks a curi- 


ons Set of Armour was to be made for the 
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Mord, and Action. 13 


curious the Work ſhould be, were he admits 
ted. Having finiſhed his Oration, and won- 
derfully pleaſed the Auditory with its Elo- 
quence, another, who was known to be the 
bettet Workman, roſe up, and ſpoke to this 
Effect. I am no Orator, nor can tall much; bud 
all that this Man has talked of I can prove m 
ſelf able to do, % Works which I have already 
1 This Appeal to Experience won 
him the Day. | 2115 l 
Now, the Miniſters. Office. includes what 
both theſe Men did. They muſt talk, that is, 
reach well, and perform what they preach. 
This, God's Grace aſſiſting, I will do. For 
the revealed Will of God is, that the Paſtors 
| of the New Covenant, in their Practice, be 
for good Examples to their Flocks,. 2 Pet. v. 3. 
ve Athh, I go on to private perſonal Duties. 
us The chief of theſe is to get a Habit of Prayer. 
ty It. is impoſſible he ſhould be à good Chri- 
n- ſtian, much lefs a pious Miniſter, who cannot 
re MW pray. I ſpeak now of private Devotion; and 
at ot that, as an habitual Frame of Spirit, willing 
on and ready, as far as human Frailty will ſuffer, 
F at all times to lift up it ſelf in holy Thought 
to God, either of Petition or Praiſe. . The 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt are Examples of this Habit of Grace, 
ACTS i. 14. But Acts vi. 4. proves undeniably, 
that Chriſt's Miniſters are to be given up to 
this Duty. It it the great Buſineis of their 
Lives. For ſay the TEL vs to the Church, 


— — 1 


A Reſolutions to give good Example. 


we will give our ſelves continually to Prayer, 
and to —— Mini of the Word. 

All Chriſtians are to pray daily; but t 
Duty is incumbent on us Miniſters, more than 
any . For they are to pray continually: for 
God's Church, and eſpecially for their own 


Flock therein. It is Sin in them, it they are 
not conſtant Appliers to the Throne of Grace 


for chem, 1 Sam. xii. 23. 2 Theſſ. i. 1 1. Col. i. 9. 
Therefore I ſet apart a Time every Day, to 
pray for the Soul; committed to my Charge, 
and to ſtudy their ſpiritual Good; how to 
make them more pious, and bring them nigher 


to God. 


5thly, But as Prayers are fruitleſs without 


 Jaining Action, ſo I reſolve continually more 


and more to abſtract my ſelf from Fleſh and 
_ and to live the ſpiritual and intellectual 


A Maniſter ought to be yery active and ſpi- 
ritous. His Calling referring to the Soul, 
mould make him more of Spirit than Body, 
and Intelligence than Senſe, To this End 
thy, I propoſe to live very abſtemioully ; 
To feed upon the moſt plain and ſimple Food, 
and of that in moderate Quantities ; never to 
allow. my ſelf above fix. Hours Sleep. For 
every Prieſt is a ſpiritual Watchman, and cany 
not be ſo, unleſs be is very careful and Vigh 
lant. Every Chriſtian is a Soldier, but ti 
Prieſt an Officer of Chriſt. In military Affairs, 
Commanders are, or ſhoulg be, expert, 
4 , ſprights 
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Reſolutions concerning Temperance. v5 

ightly, and a ready Guard to thoſe” they 
— So in the Chriſtian Warfare, the 
Enemies of the Souls, both of the Paſtor and 
his Flock, are in perpetual Motion and Vigi- 
lance to deſtroy. Therefore, as much as po- 
fible, ſo ſhould the Prieſts to both them- 
felves and their People, Exel. iii. 27. 2 Trim. 
iv. 5. Heb. xii. 17. | 
Notting is a greater Enemy to Watchfulneſs, 
than intemperate Drinking, the great Vice of 
the northern Parts of the World. "Therefore 
I reſolve to keep my Soul pure from the Fumes 
and Pollutions of ſtrong Liquors. I am fenſt- 
ble, that the Soul of aDivine ought to reſem- 
ble the Flame kept up continually in the Lampe 
of the Jewiſh Sanctuary, i. e. always Ii 
with pure, holy, rational Love to God. In- 
toxicating Liquors extinguiſh this celeſtial 
Flame: Intemperance unfits us for ſpiritual 
Duties, and any Communion with God. 
Hence I reſolve to be very cautious in the Uſe 
of Meats and Drinks, that I may preſerve my 
Reaſon conſtantly clear and unpolluted, Levit. 
x. 9. 1 Tim. iii. 2. 8. 

th, Time being the Medium of all Op- 
rtunity and Action, I intend to make 
ſt and moſt pious Uſe I can of it. Havin 
renounc'd the World, I ſhall ſpend very few 
my Hours in its Diverſions. I am naturally 
| given to Solitude, and am throughly wean'd 

om the Charms of all Converſation, but 
that whoſe Subjects are Virtue, Rel gon, the 

ove 


36 Hulitude and Watchfulneſs; 
Love and Service of God, and Good of Mens 
immortal Souls. So that if I keep up to this 
Reſolution, moſt of my Time will be ſpent 
either in Study, publick and private Prayer, 
Converſation with my pious Brethren of the 
Clergy, or with my. Pariſhoners about their 
Jpiritual Progreſs and Welfare. Tis a fad 
Miſtake which ſome Novices lye under,. that 
a Clergyman, being a Gentleman, has the 
Privilege of indulging his Appetites as much as 
any other Perſon; of taſting the Pleaſures, 
and following the Diverſions of this Life as 
freely. Hence it is, that ſome unwary Perſons 
of our Profeſſion:are drawn in by vicious aid 
carnal Company, to give themſelves up to 
fooliſh Vanities, to frequent Publick Houſes 
with little or no Reſerve, and: live like world- 
ly Gentlemen indeed, in ſenſual Pleaſures, be- 
ing all this while dead to Spirituality, and the 
things of God. I confeſs, dear Friend, with 
Bluſhes, that I have been too often drawn 
away by ſuch Incitements, but reſolve for the 
future to keep a ſtricter Guard upon my ſeif. 

Again, others make it neceſſary, that a 
Clergyman, to maintain the Character of a 


Gentleman, do carry it haughtily and ſuper- 
and ſome 


ciliouſly among the common People; : 
led by this falle Doctrine, have fo carried 


themſelves as to render their Perſons, and 
which was much worſe, their Function hated 
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His Fumih-Dutier. He the Light of it. 17 
I am of very different Sentiments, and think 
a Divine ought to be the meekeſt and hum- 
bleſt of all Men; even like St. Paul, All thin 
to All; that is, condeſcending to All, that 
might gain ſome; which by a a prudent Man 
may be done, without debaſin himſelf, and 
with obſerving a Diſtance ſuitable to the ſpiri⸗ | 
tual Dignity of his Profeſſion, After this 
+ a, propos poſe and hope to be able to de- 
mean my ſelf. For thus ehr iſt's Miniſters are 
tang bt Fo be, Matt. x. 16. 1 Cor, i Ix. 19, 5 
21, 22. | 
III. denn relating to Family 
and publick Converſation in: the * „ 
A Miniſter is ſet to be the ſpiritual Lamp 
or Light of his whole Parifh : Therefore his 


Lichr of Piety {ſhould be every way ſo illu- 


ſtrious, as to direct them to every Chriſtian 
Grace and Virtue. Of Confequence it behoves 
him to take great Care of his own Conduct, 
and to be pr 2 — 
that live With him. Hence x 

1. I reſolve that, as far as can judge, nous 
mall live. with me but ſuch as are devout and 
holy, as well as honeſt and faithful. I intend 
to enquire far and near fot ſuch, preferring 
them be fore all others; and having — them 
really virtuous, pious Perſons, reſolve to en- 
dear them by all the engaging Ways I can 
think of, ſo to continue. 

2. To encreaſe Goodneſs in them, I will 
mure Fw to the * of Almighty God, 


+ by 


18 The gut hor / Reſolvet concerning Servants, 
by having divine Service ſaid twice every Day 
in my Family, with a ſhort Thankſgiving after 
Pinner, conkiſting of a few Prayers and an 
Hymn. My Method of Family-Devotions 
4ball be this, If there are Prayers ſaid in the 
Church daily, all that can be ſpared ſhall be 
conſtantly preſent at them: And if there are, 
or are not, every Morning and Evening I will 
call them together to aſhit at Devotions of my 
own compoſing, which may reach the particu- 
lar Neceſlities and Circumſtances of my. Pariſh 
and Family, For 1 am of Opinion, our excel. 
lent: Common-Prayer was never deſigned for 
any other Place than the Church; nor excepting 
Prieſts and Deacons, that any private Perſons 
or Families ought to preſume to uſe it elſe- 
where. Pious R. David is an Example to us of 
daily conflant Devation , when he cries aut, 
Pſal. lv. 18. In the Evening, Morning, and at 
Noon-Day will I pray, and that inſtantly, and 
be ſball hear m Rice 
3. I reſolve to keep up to the old pious Cu- 5 
ſtom of our Forefathers, even in the Roman Ml 1 
Catholick Times, of ſuffering Servants to Ml + 
leave Work at Saturday Noon, and have the ¶ t 
reſt of the Day both for natural and ſpiritual 1 \ 
Recreation. The Evening I intend to ſet apart 
for Family Catechiſm, or Examinations of 
their. Progreſs both in religious Knowledge and 
Practice. CE 
Sunday Nlornings I will take Care that they 
riſe ſooner than oa any other; and the firſt 


thing 


Aud Diſcipline in hit Family, 19 
thing 1 will do, is to join with them in ſacred 
Hymns to glotity God, for the Reſurrection ot 
Jeſus, and his new Creation of our Souls in 
Holineſs and Righteouineſs, began, as on this 
Day. The Evenings ſhall be ſpent in pic 
Diſcourſes, and Recapitulations of the Word 
preach'd; that it may be the firmer engratted 
in their Minds the following Week. I intend 
to bring up one excellent Cuſtom in my Fami- 
ly, which has been very piouſly enjoin'd in 
ſome Colleges of our Univerſities, that at 
Dinner a Servant ſhall read a Portion of the 
Holy Scriptures, which may be the happy Sub- 
ject of our Table Converſation. Fridays and 
Sundays this ſhall be conſtantly done. Thus 
St. Paul from God is inſtant that the divine 
Word ſhould dwell richly in ws in all Wiſdom, 
| teaching each other in Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpi- 
'ar i ritual Songs, ſinging with Grace in our Hearts 
ud WM to the Lord, Col. iii. 16. 
4+ I propoſe to take Care, and give my 
us WF Servants a good Example in all the Offices of 
an a private Lite; and I will ſtrive to attract 
to their Love to me by Kindneſs and Good-will 
he to them. If any one ſerves me five or ſeven 
al W Years faithfully, and in the Fear of God, that 
rt BW Perſon ſhall have a good Sum at Parting, be- 
of des his ordinary Wages, towards the -etter 
d WW Maintenance of a Family, if he is like to 
have ſuch ; or the ſetting him up in any Trade 
„or Profeſſion he is inclined to. I will obſerve 
it I the ſame Method among the Women Servants. 
8 | . D 2 And 


20 Kindneſs to good Servants, Its Moti vet. 


And here J cannot but admire this Piece of 
Generoſity is not often practiſed by Chriſtian 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes. Certainly none de- 
ſerve greater Rewards than faithtul Servants, 
and we are admoniſhed in Scripture to be ve- 
ry kind and obliging to them. 

Nor will I be [els loving to their Souls than 
their worldly Intereſts; for I will take Care 
that 2 one who lives with me be able to 
read, and, as far as is neceſſary for their Con- 
dition, underſtand the Scriptures : Beſides 
which, I will beſtow on them all Sorts of good 
Books, ſuitable to their Capacitie , at my 

own Charge, Colofſ. iv. 1. 

F. I will diſtinguiſh my Favours to them 
proportionable to their Virtue and Piety-: 

hoſe whom I perceive to be moſt diligent 
in the Service of God, ſhall be moſt regarded 
and rewarded by me. For this all in Atthori- 
ty are taught to do, from Plal. ci. throughout; 
and particularly ver. 4, 6. | 

6. If I live nigh the Church, I will con- 
ſtantly read Morning and Evening Prayers 
therein. If in a Town, tho' there were no 
ſuch Cuſtom before, I will certainly introduce 
it. If I am fix d in the Country, and the Pa- 
riſh Church is far from my Dwelling, and 

there are few or no Houſes nigh it, twill not 
be practicable to have daily 8 therein: 


But then, if there are any. competent Number 
of Houſes nigh me, I intend to ſet up a Bell 
in my own, by which to call the SY 


_ 
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of Family-Prayers and Converſation. 2t 
if they are ſo diſpoſed, to the ſet Times of 
Prayers there. Alſo they ſhall have the Privi- 
lege of being preſent at any other Devotions, | 
or ſpiritual Exerciſes perform'd in my Family. 
A Paſtor's Pariſh may b, called in a ſpiritual 
denſe his Houſe and tamily; and therefore h- 


ſhould take Care with Joſhua, that whatever 


others do, HE and Tur may ſerve the Lord, 


Joſhua xxvi 15. / 


7. My daily Converſation either at Home or 
Abroad, as becometh a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
ſhall conſiſt chiefly of divine and ſpiritual Sub- 
jects. And becaule pious things themſelves may 
weary, being very often inculcated, I willſtudy 
to take off that Diſtaſte, by making them plea- 
ſant and entertaining; as by mixing Hiſtory 
with them, and introducing them by way of, 
Parable and Allegory, (5c. It is the great Art 
of a Miniſter (as Laco the Philoſopher ſaid 
'twas of a Schoolmaſter) "mw 2924 i eα, ue, 
to make virtuous and honeſt things ſweet and 
delightful. We have eternal Wiſdom, the di- 
vine Ad). for an Example of this Practice, 
who endeavoured Mens Converſion by Parables 
and Allegories. See Mat. xiii. 3. 31 Luke xvi. 
19. and many other Places in the Goſpels. 
II. Of PaROchAL Duties to be performed 
to the People. wet: EY 
Thele are of two Sorts, 1. Thoſe pri- 
vate and perſonal, reſpecting every Pariſhoner, 
and Family among them, and their Converſa- 
oh tions. 


. 
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22 Parochial Duties. Knowledge of the People. 


tions. 2. 'Thoſe publick, commonly call'd 
Church Duties or Offices 
I. Of private and perſonal Duties. 

1. The firſt Thing of Courſe a Miniſter is 
to do, is to KNow his People. Every one, I 
ſuppole, has a Lift of their Names, as well as 
an Account of the Value of their Tithes. Be- 
ſides theſe, I intend to have another Liſt, in 
which to ſet down, as far as human Search 
and Knowledge will inform, the Condition of 
their Souls. Of which Method more preſent- 
ly. I ſay, the firſt Thing to be done by us, is 
to know our People well, or, I am convinc'd 
we can do them little good. We mult under- 
ſtand their Way of Living, their worldly Con- 
dition, their Diſpoſitions of Mind, their for- 
mer and preſent Converſation. To this End 
I propoſe | 215 

2. At my firſt coming, to conceal my De- 
ſign of being fo curious and particular in my 
Care of their Souls, and for ſome time, only 
to do the common publick Duties; ſtill ſtriving 
to gain their Love and Eſteem by all the g 
Offices I am capable of obliging them with, 
For the Love and Reſpect of a Fariſh towards 
its Miniſter is the Foundation, without which 
their Edification in Piety can hardly be carried 
on. Whilſt theſe things are in Agitation, I 
propoſe ſecretly to be ſtudying in the Pariſh ; 
and that perfectly known,. then to begin to 

deal more particularly with them, both in pri- 
h vate 


The Author's Methods relating thereto; 23 
vate and publick, according to their ſeveral 
Inclinations and Conditions of Mind. 

3. To come to ſuch a Knowledge of the 
People, as is neceſſary for their ſpiritual Safe- 
ty and Improvement, I propoſe to pick out 
ſome Pariſhoner of undoubted Probity and 
Piety, whom I will engage to Secrecy, to 
give me a particular Account of every Perſon 
in the Pariſh, in reſpect of his Morals and 
religious Cn. a _ e 

This done, I intend to begin my great 
1 moſt uſeful Work of all, in which Feake 
the Office of a Paſtor of Souls chiefly to con- 
fiſt, Viz. OF SEARCHING INTO THE CONDITION 
OF HIs. PEOPLE'S Souls; AND LABOURING TO 
KNOW HOW IT 1S WITH THEM IN RESPECT OF 
THEIR HEAVENLY INTERESTS: THAT 1s, WHE= 
THER THEY ARE IN A STATE OF NATURE OR 
GRACE, or CONDEMNATION OR SALVATION. 
Thus onr Lord ſearched the Sul of the young 
rich Man in the Goſpel, and learnt him how 
miſtaken he was x his - ſpiritual Condition , 
when he told hin, —— One thing latkeſt thou 
yet, Mark x. 21. Indeed Chriſt God-Man 
knew the Secrets of the Soul within. We muſt 
try and judge by Mens Words and Actiont. Our 


Saviour deſcribing the Paſtoral Office wrote 


for our Inſtruction who are Paſtors from him, 
fays, I am the good Shepherd, and Know my 
Sheep, and am known of -mine, John x. 14. and 
Ver. 27. My Sheep hear my Voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. More particularly 


OP 


24 Of Iuſpection into Mens ſpiritual Sate. 
ver. 2. He declareth it a Part of the ſpiritual 
Shepherd's. Office, to know his Sheep in aut 
eſpecial Manner, - laying of him, that He cal- 
leth his own Sheep By Name, and leadeth them 
6ut ; and when he puiteth forth his own Sheep, 
le goeth before them, and the Sheep ſolluw him, 
for they know his Voice. Jeſus our great _ 
Prieſt is our Example in the Miniſterial Office, 
which is here deſcribed in a moſt divine and 
pathetic Manner. 
I have compoſed an Examen or 'Teſt, where- 
by to ſearch into the ſpiritual Eſtate of the 
poorer and more illiterate Pariſhoners, whoſe 
Ignorance in the Religion they profeſs I have 
found to be ſurprizingly great. I give you 

this Compendium of it. 
Ibegin with their religious Belief and Know- 
ledge. As, of their Apprehenſions of the Na- 
ture of God; their Notions of the Tri · Unity; 
of the Fall, and Original Sin; of that Actual; 
of Baptiſm, its Privileges and Obligations; of 
Repentance, Nele of repenting in time 
of Health; of a Change in Act, as well as Will 
and Deſire, and of a Death-bed Repentance ; 
of Faith and Works; that is, of Holineſs and 
Reference to God's Mercy in Chriſt being to- 
gether eſſential to Salvation: Of Prayer, the 
| Sacraments, Death, Judgment, Heaven and 
Hell: Of Chriſt's Humanity in the Fleſh z how 
they underſtand him God-Man; how as ſatiſ- 
tying for the Sins of Mankind on the Croſs, 
and mediating for them now in. Heaven. Of 
** y Rege- 
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The Author's Practice relating hereto. 25 
Repeneration, or a State of Grace, their No- 
tion of, and Progreſs in it. = 

Theſe and ſuch like religious Principles of 
Chriſtian Knowledge and Belief I am deter- 
mined to enquire into; of which T have ex- 

rienc'd, moſt of the common People, - that 
have had any thing to do with, very ignorant. 
Ik any well-diſpoſed Pariſhoner 65 I ſhall 
be often exhorting them to do) comes and de- 
fires my Opinion of his ſpiritual Condition, and 
my Directions for his Improvement in Piety, I 
begin with theſe and ſuch like Queries. 
you believe you are in a State of Wrath 
or Grace? What are your Evidences that you 
are a true Penitent ? Do you live in any knowtr 
Sin? (Here if by my former Enquiries about 
them, unknown to 'em, I find oy are hypo- 
critical, I {hall detect and reprove them) How 
long have you left off ſuch or ſuch an evil 
Courſe? Do you delight to pray to God ? 
Are you conſtant to your Devotions ? Can you 
read Do you daily read and meditate on the 
Holy 1 * Are you in Love and Charity 
with all the World ? Do you live juſtly? Are 


you ſo in your Dealings * And do you not live 


in Debts you can pay? What is the chief 
End you propoſe of your Life? Do you do all 
things, as near as you can, to pleaſe God, or 
the World and your ſelf? Give Inſtances : What 
have you ever done for God or Religion? In 
what denied your ſelf for Chriſt? In what 
faken up his Croſs, as he hath commanded all 
5 + + | 
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don t you receive the holy Sacrament ? Do you 


of Fleſh, and human Means? Do you examine 


God? Do you think you are fit to die, if God 
Prayer-Books? 
ſtructions, and Advice, for every State, Con- 
for Husbandmen and Tradeſmen; upon Mar- 


ons perform'd, Recevery from Danger or Sick- 


Soul, when you was firſt taken? Does nothing 


you entirely reſign'd to God's Will, whether 
tor Life or Death? Did you live in univerſal 
Charity? Are your worldly Affairs ! 


26 Methods of ſearching 


Chriſtians? Do you truſt in God for Help in 
all your Concerns, or wholly rely on the Arm 


into the ſpiritual Condition of your Children 
and Servants? Have you received, or why 


find your ſelf improv'd in Grace after Com- 
municating? Have you devoted your ſelf to 


ſhould call you? What good Books have you ? 
Have all your Family Bibles and Common- 


I have alſo compoſed. proper Queries, In- 


dition and Circumſtance of Life : For the Heal- 
thy and Sickly ; the Young and Old ; Single 
and Married ; for Children and the Ancient; 
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riage, Death of Friends, Loſſes, ſudden good 
Fortune, Injuries done or received, good Ke 


r 


neſs; on Sin committed, Quarrels engaged 

in, Law ſuits commenc d, or like to be ſo, Oc. 
I have alſo a particular Examen for the 

Sick: As, What was the Condition of your 


ad a— aa 


trouble your Mind? Are you ſure, the Love 
and Prevalence of no wilful Sin is lurking 
there, which you have not overcome ? Are 


4 
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Mens ſpiritual Condition, 27 
Do you deſire to receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment, Oc. 

If the ſick Perſon be rich, I propoſe to preſs 
Acts of Charity; eſpecially to the Ornament 
of the Pariſh- Church, if any thing neceſſary 
be wanting there ; and to the Poor. "75 

I have drawn up a Deſcription of the two 
States of the Soul, that of Nature and Grace, 
according to the Characters the Scriptures give 
them. Now , becauſe ſome may not like, 
nor admit my private Searches and Examina- 
tions of their ſpiritual Conditions; and others 
may give me falſe Accounts thereof; I think 
it proper to make ſuch a Syſtem of the two 
States of the Soul publick, and diſperſe it 
thronghout the Pariſh ; that ſo every one may 
be ible to judge of, and examine himſelf. 
Theſe, — ſuch like, are the Methods I 
ſhall take to ſearch into the Condition of every 
Soul over whom I am appointed Paſtor. In 
doing which I know there muſt be 8 Trou- 
bles, and many Difficulties and Diſcourage- 
ments to be encounter d and overcome: But 
when I conſider the great Service this will be 
both to me the Miniſter, and my People mi- 
niſtred to; how effectual for reforming the 
Wicked, confirmin the Weak, and eſtabliſh- 
ing All in the Practice of Piety and Virtue, 
the Thoughts of theſe threatening Hardſhips 
vaniſh, and I am ſtrengthned in my Reſoluti- 
ons of coping with them, be they never ſo ma- 
ny, or fo great. & 
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28 Objections 10 theſe anſwer'd. 

I am aware, however, of three ObjeQions 
againſt fuch a ſingular and ſtrict Manner of 
_— with Mens Souls. 

bjettion. That this private Examining 
will not have its deſigned Effect, as favouring 
too much of Arrogancy and Lordſhip over 
Mens Conſciences. 

To this I anſwer, That I ſhall do nothing 
of this kind by way of Threat or Ru 1 5 
but my Enquiries and Admonitions ſhall be 
offer d with all the Humility and Tenderneſs 
can be expected, except when the Perſons are 
very wicked and obſtinate: And I will take 
great Care not to be 3 in any other 
of their Affairs, but thoſe of Religion. 


2. Objedtion. That the Englifh Particularly 


are of a nice Diſpoſition, not ſuffering Re- 
ſtraint; and if preſs d upon too much, Inſtead 
of becoming better, reſent the Admonition, 
and grow worſe : Therefore, that a general 
and hearty Perſwaſion will ſooner win them. 

I own the Weight of this Objection, and 
therefore grant my Examens to be fitted, for 
the moſt Part, to the Capacities of the Com- 

mon and Illiterate. I propoſe more delicate 
Methods for the better and more ingenuous 
Part of Mankind. 

3. Objection. That publick Preaching is the 
beſt, the maſt generous and likely Method of 
winning Souls to God. 

I anſwer, That it is ſo, ſuppoſing you to 
| þave an  Infight | into the Inclinations and 18 
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PublickPreaching why generally ineſſectnal. 29 
rals of your Auditory firſt, elſe you ſhoot but 
at random. Therefore the Uſe ot private Con · 
ference is enjoined us at our Ordination, that 
we may fit and prepare our People for Ser- 
mons, and alſo know what Doctrines are moſt 
ſuitable to enforce on them. We ſee how in- 
effectual Preaching is now-a- days, to reform 
an Age that grows more and more vicious 
and profane; which is the greater Surprize to 
conſider, in that no former Times haye fur- 
paſs d, ſcarce have equall'd theſe, ſor pious, 
eloquent, and learned Preachers. Therefore 
we ſee ſomething is wanting to render publick 
Preaching more uleful and {ucceſsful ; and this, 
as I obſery'd'/before, I take to be'a perſonal 
Inſight into, and Knowledge of the Hearers : 
A Knowledge of their Tempers and Diſpoſiti- 
ons, their Manner of Life and Converſation. 

Upon the Whole: As I think this Way of 
dealing with Men neceſſary to bring about tho 
great Ends of Converſion and Grace, and 
make them general in my Pariſh; ſo I know 
tis alſo equally neceſſary to uſe the Means 
with the greateſt Caution and- Prudence: 
Hence I propoſe to ſtudy the moſt proper 
Times for offering theſe private Conferences, 
and the beſt Manner of rendring them accepta- 
ble. I ſhall approach the Rich and the Great 
with Humility, and the Ignerant and Poor 
with Tenderneſs and Reſpect; profeſing to 
both Sorts a-fingere Love, and paſſionate Con- 
dem for their Salvation; the Truth oi which 
os 18 * % A ISR OE ; | pe 


30 Of vjſiting the People as a Paſtor. 
I hope to demonſtrate in all my - Actions and 
Demeanour towards them. Thus the zealous 
Apoſile Paul went from Houſe to Houſe, exhor- 
ting, entreating, rebuking with 8 


Tears, and no doubt examining into the State of 
their Souls, Acts xx. 20, 31. | | 
5, Order and Perſeverance is the Life of 
every good Work. For this Reafon, I will ſet 
apart particular Times and Days for theſe pri- 
vate Viſits and Conferences. The meaner 
Sort I intend to ſend for at proper Seaſons; 
and to wait upon the others. Nor can I think 
this a demeaning my ſelf, ſince the Great 
St. Paul diſdain'd not to go from Houſe to 
Houſe, and converſe with the Epheſians, about 
their ſpiritual Affairs, As xx. 20. I will, by 
God's Grace, be conſtant to this Duty as long 
as I live, knowing there will be a laſting Ne- 
ceſſity for it. A Miniſter's is an Herculean 
Labour; his Work ends not but with his Lite, 
in that new Objects of his Care continually 
offer themſelves” b „ 
6. To the End I may know the Succeſs of 
my Miniſtry from time to time, 1 will keep a 
Regiſter by me of all my Pariſhoners, having 
at each Name an Account of their preſent ſpi- 
ritual 2 their Improvement 2 Defi- 
ciency in their Duty, and my Progreſs with 
— and rom hoe as I find them deal with 
em, in Doctrine, Exhortation, Rebuke, Com- 
mendation, and all the other Parts of my Du- 
ty towards them. wi, . * PM 12 f ' 
| 7. But 
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Of noting their Improvement in Piety. 31 
7. But as no Inſtructions are like to avail the 
People, except they have the Means of impro- 
ving in them, I will be ſure to take Care, that 
every Perſon and Family in my Pariſh be 
taught to read the Scriptures in their Mother 
Tongue ; excepting ny; thay very aged Peo- 


ple who are hardly capable of being taught. 

To this End I will procure a Perſon to go to 
their Houſe in the Evenings, who are unfit to 
be taught in a publick Way ; or elſe thole that 
will come to me, I will teach my ſelf. 

As to the Youth, there ſhall not one be ne- 
genes, but all that will, one way or other, 

all be taught to read. For, I beſeech you, 
Dear Sir, is it probable Chriſtians ſhould either 
know or practiſe their Duty well, who are ig- 
norant of all Letters? It is poſſible indeed, 
becauſe every thing is ſo to the inſpiring Grace 
of God. But otherwiſe, and ordinarily ſpeak- 


Ing, they muſt needs be in a very ſad and de- 


prings of heavenly Lite and Knowledge as oft 
as they want, are weak or thirſty, and be re- 
freſhed. Beſides, God's Word is fo very ne- 
ceſſary whereby to get a Stock of ſpiritual 
Ideas, Language, and Deſires, whereby to 
improve in the divine Duties of Prayer and 
Meditation; whereby to know the Will, the 
Providence, and Love of God; whereby to 
learn exactly the Threats to deter our Diſobe- 


Arg Caſe, who.cannot go to theſe Welk 


dience, and gracious Promiſes to provoke our 
Obedience; wherein to read the very Words of 


Our 
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32 Of enabling them to read the Scriptures, 


our dear Saviour, the Lord Jeſus, and his ama- 


zing Tenderneſs to our weak Natures ; where- 
wit 


to comfort us in our Hours of Affliction, 


and moderate our Paſſions in thoſe of Proſpe- 
rity; with innumerable -other ſuch religious 
Privileges, that I cannot but think it my 

to endeavour to the utmoſt of my Power, that 
every Soul under my Care have the Privilege 


of eonſulting it, and making the proper Ules 
ot it which they ought. l | 83 


8. Over and above the Scriptures, the read- 
ing of good Books is very requiſite; and as 


they are often Comments upon the Scriptures, 


I may add, neceſſary: Therefore I propoſe to 
take Care, that every Pariſhoner of mine (be- 
ſides a Bible and Common-Prayer-Book, in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to All) have a competent 
Number of pious and uſeful Books, which F 
will dire them in the Choice of, and, if 
poor, freely give them. And here I camot 
but call to Mind, and thank your pious Care, 


in procuring One Hundred and Fifty religious 


Treatiſes, from the Society for promoting Chri-- 


tian Knowledge, for the Uſe of my preſent” 
Cure, which I have diſperſed throughout it, 


and hope the charitable Perſons who gave them 
will have the Satisfaction in time to hear of the 
great Cood their Generoſity has done; as I 
doubt not but their Piety will be rewarded 
2 by Almighty God. And I reſolve, 

y the Grace of God, not to reft, till I have 
brought my Pariſh in general to ſtrong _— 
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Of explaining the Scrigtiures io them. 34 
ledge in the Faith of Chriſt, and of the Syſtem 
of Chriſtianity ; that ſo the Word of our Lord 
may dwell in them richly, in all Wiſdom ; 
that they may be mighty in the Scriptures, 
arid able to render a Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in them; to all that ask them, Col. ui. 16. 
9. But foraſmuch as the common People; 
tho' they read the Scriptyres never ſo diligent - 
ly, may meet with Paffages therein neceſſary 
tor them to know, but too hard for them to 
underſtand ; all which cannot be explain'd un 
publick Preaching : I determine to form a So- 
= of fome of the Pariſh (the Yonth eſpe- 
cially) who ſhall meet at proper Times in my 
own Houſe, where we will go through the 
whole Body of Scripture, and make ſuch Com- 
ments in our Reading, as ſhall ſerve beſt to 
improve both our Underſtanding and Practice 
in religious Matters. I will give theſe Perſons 
Books to read, prepare them, as Candi- 
ates, for the holy Sacrament, and obſerve 
their Proficiency in divine Knowledge. I have, 
for ſome time, form'd ſuch a Society in this 
Cure, and have heard that ſeveral of my pi- 
dus Brethren of the Church of England have 
done the ſame with good Succeſs, Thus 
St. Luke extolls the Bereans, calling them 
NOBLE, becanſe they met Dairy to ſearch the, 
Scriptures, that they might be convinc d of, and 
tonfirmd in their divine Authority, and Confir- 


firmation of our Lord Jeſus the Meſſiah, Afts 


xvii. 1 I. 
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34 The Author's Reſolution to love his Flock: 
10. In my Notion of things, I think it im- 
' poſſible for a pious Miniſter, - not to have an 
entire Love for his Pariſh, becauſe he has his 
Bread from them; and far more, becauſe th 

are his Brethren, or rather Children in Chriſt, 
and by his Blood, Heirs of Heaven as well as 
himſelf, Iam convinc'd, every Prieſt ought to 
eſteem and behave himſelf as a Father to his 
People, ſhewing in all things his paternal Care 
and Love for them. I deſire, in a particular 
manner, to demonſtrate this, by ſtriving to 
form them an holy People, dedicated to God, 
and getting them the Reputation among Men, 
of an honeſt, pious, devout, and knowing Pa- 
riſh : In which Graces I ſhall be ambitious to 
have them diſtinguiſh'd from the Generality of 
the wicked World. That Paſtors owe the pu- 
reſt Love to their Flocks, we learn from &. Paul. 
Hot affectionate is his Style to the Philippians, 
When he thus writeth? My Brethren, dear) F 
beloved, and longed for, my Joy and my Crown, ® 
ſtand faſt in the Lord, my dearly beloved, Then — 
again to the Theſſalonians, What, ſaith he, is 


our Hope, or Joy, or Crown of rejoicing, art for 
not even ye? Te are our Glory and Foy, Phil. i. I . 


1. 1 Theſſ. iii. 19. 
11. Again, to demonſtrate my Love to my Di 
People, I will abound in all the Acts of Cha- 7 

rity I poſſibly can; even to the very utmoſt my 
Circumſtances can afford. If any Man want — 
Money, I will furniſh him with as much as! 
am able, without Intereſt, . If he fails in b 
* 
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To be kind to their Soulr and Bodiet. 35 
Buſineſs, I will ſtrive to ſet him in ſome good 
Way again, or get him Friends to do it. So 
on all other Occaſions, I will endeavour to be 
their Friend in their worldly Concerns, To 
this End JI am reſolvd to ſtudy hard all my 
Life, and propole to get Money by ſome 
Tracts in religious and other Learning, which 
I intend to publiſh to the World; in that my 
ſpiritual Pre ferment perha ps may not capacitate 
lar me to be ſo kind and generous to all good 
to Chriſtians as I deſire to be. God it good to all 
od be World, Chriſt fed Thouſands, pitied and 
' belp'd the Poor; certainly then the Paſtors of his 
Church ſhould be charitable 10 their Power, 
Chriſt ſaith, the good Shepherd will lay down 
his Life for his Sheep ; if Life, ſure a little of 
pn: the World's Mammon to help them. But the 
Hireling loveth the Wages, not the Flock, be- 
cauſe he is an Hireling, John x. 11, 12. 
wh 2. Thus will I ſtrive to be every way be. 
nificent and helpful to the Poor. 'They ſhall 
„always find a Welcome at my Houſe; not at 
de Door, but within, in a Place appointed 
for them. TI loath the treating theſe dear Soul; 
with Contempt, whom Chrif died for; and, 


who, being friendleſs, ought to be regarded 
and aſſiſted the more, I propoſe to provide a 
15 Dinner _ Sunday for as many of the Poor 
yi Of my Pariſh, as I cañ̃ afford; and ſo by feed- 

ng their Bodies, and raiſing in them chearful 
Spirits, fit em the better for God's publick Ser- 
vice, that with glad . thankful Hearts they 

2 


may, 


36 To honour the Poor, if Pious. 
may praiſe him who graciouſly chuſeth the poor 
— deſpiſed of this World, <4 be the Partakers 
and Favourites of his heavenly Kingdom. nd 
it ts to conſider how low. Chriſtianity is in the 
World, and how few „ r Chriſti: 
ans, have the Spirit of Chriſt, of which let 
this Inſtance ſerve inſtead of many : That Chris 
ſtians, when they make Feaſts, call their rich 
Neighbours Friends, &c. but not the Poor. But 
Chriſt commanded us not to call ich Neighbors 


or Friends, (i. e. not moſtly, or always) who can 
invite us again, but the poor, maim'd, balt and 
blind, who cannot recompenſe us, and need not; 
- for if we do thus we ſhall be recompenſed an 
Hundred Fold of Almighty God at the Neſurrer: 
uon of the Juſt, Luke xiv. 12, 13, 14. 
13. As J will be a Friend to all that fear 
God; ſo the poor Man that does ſo, ſhall be 
very eminently  diſtinguith'd by me. I will 
careſs him, ſet him at my right Hand; will vi- 
fit him, liye be never ſo mean, and ſhew him 
all publick Reſpect, that every one may ſee, 1 
5 thoſe beſt, whoever they are, who beſt 
ve God. | 
134. If there be Men in my Pariſh of Riches 
and noble Birth, I will endeavour, by all the 
uſt ways of Reſpect and Service to gain their 
Paar knowing what great Good ſuch can 
do, if they pleaſe, to the Cauſe of Virtue and 
Piety. I hall take Care not to be offenſive to 
ſuch in any thing whatever. Even in my ipi- 
zitual Office, which J will impartially mn 
| | * a t 
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. Wiſely io gain Great Men to Piety;” 37 


both towards Rich and Poor, I hope to take 
ſuch humble and endearing Methods as ſhall 
be offenſive to none hut the deſignedly and in- 
corrigibly impious. I ſnhall do my utmoſt to 
provoke the Rich to Acts of Generoſity to the 
Church and the Poor, as well as to exemplary 
great, it hey fe they can glory God 
reatly, it they pleaſe, they can ity God, 
by diſcountenancing Vice, and. encouragin 

irtue and Holineſs, and making Ile of a 
their Authority, and much of their Wealth to 
theſe pious Purpoſes, In parole, I. Will 
humbly adviſe them to employ and favour the 
induſtrious and virtuous moſt ; and to take thoſe 
into their Service, before ſuch, vile Rake-hells 
and impious Wretches as too oſten are atten- 
dant on the Great; tho it may be their Ma- 
ſters are ignorant of their Servants Vices. 
Good or wicked Servants are a great Bleſſing or 
Miſchiet often to a whole Family; therefore 
I ſhall do the Maſters, within our Limits, this 
— Office, of giving them Notice how their 

rvants behave themſelves when not under 
their Eye; that they may encourage or repre- 
hend, continue or diſmiſs them accordingly. 
According to Pſal. ci. ver. 4, 6, Gc. 

15. Since I it to be my indiſpenſable 
Duty to ſtand up boldly for the Honour of Re- 
ligion and Almighty God, I am relolv'd, his 
Grace inſpiring and aſſiſting me, to de the-ut- 


ter and irreconcileable Enemy of Sin, both in 
my ſelf and others, at all Times, and * 
| all 


38 To be zealous againſt n. Not to fear Men. 
all Occaſions. In whom, or howſoever guard- 
ed Vice appears, I will oppoſe it, and without 
Reſpect of Perſons, rebuke the Authors or 
Abettors of it. For I am perſwaded, that all 
Chriſtians, but eſpecially all Chriſtian Miniſters, 
are obliged to ſpeak the Truth conſtantly, 
boldly rebuke Vice, and patiently ſuffer for the 
Truth's ſake, it-call'd thereto; / as the Church 
5 commands us to pray to God we may. 
lleft for St. John Baptiſt. See F. Paul's De- 
ſcription of the Corinthians 'Zeal in this Mut- 
ter, 2 Cor. vii. „ @NOTHYL ee nag 
16. But as Men are to be dealt with after 
that Manner as may ſerve beſt to reclaim them, 
I ſhall uſe all the proper Ways I can think of, 
to bring about that End. In my Reproofs I 
will humble my ſelf to the Lofty and Great, 
be ſharp to the Preſumptious; meck, gentle, 
and full of Entreaty (as there is Occaſion) to 
All: And J hope, that when Men ſee I am 
purely diſintereſted from any worldly Conſide- 
ration whatever,” and rebuke them principally, 
to win them to Piety and eternal Glory, they 
will not take it ill, but cloſe in with my En- 
treaties, and be reform'd. - This was the Great 
Apoſile of the Gentiles Method. He was All 
things to all Men, that he might win ſome. O 
what hard Heart, but muſt be moved with a 
Senſe of his divine Charity thus expreſs'd l 
Though ] be free from all Men, yet have I made 
my ſelf Servant of all, that I gain the more. 
To the Jews I became as a Few; to them _ 
: Fe 
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D Th entreat and rebyke privately. 39 
the Law, as under the Law; to them without 


Lam, as without Law ; to the weak, became 
Tas weak, 1 Cor. ix. 19. And again, Who ir 


weak, and I am not weak? Who is offended, 

and I burn not? 2 Cor. xi. 29. ol 
17. When J ſee that publick Preaching won't 

reclaim a Sinner, I will take a Time to add 


yoo Warning and Entreaty in the moſt ſo- 


emn and preſſing Manner; demonſtrating the 
horrid Nature of Sin, and the terrible Danger 
of living in it under the Wrath of an Omnipo- 
tent, Juſt, and Jealous God, (5c. 

18, If this won't do, or if I judge perſonal 
Reproof like to be unprofitable, (and I have 
experienc'd, that ſome Men cannot bear, others 
give a deaf Ear to it,) then I will write Let- 
ters ſecretly, as from a Friend, ſo that the 
Perſon ſhall not know from whence they come. 
The Style of theſe ſhall be ſuch as I think moſt 
likely to work Good upon them; either plain, 
pointing directly at the Perſon and his Sin; or 
elſe in Anilin e, repreſenting him under ſome 
other Perſon and Character, (as Nathan treated 
David;) or hiſtorical, relating the Paſſages of 
his Life, enumerating God's Mercies, and his 
Sins and Provocations ſo livelily, that he can- 
not but ſee and reflect upon himſelf and his 


Actions pourtraited after this Manner, I once 
tried this Method, and it made g very ſtrong 
Impreſſion on the Perſon, and I have Hopes it 
will reclaim him. The Letter was to this 


& John 


Effect. 


4o Methods of comvincing notorious Sinners, 


bee John Gaſtell was born of an ancient and 
& creditable Family. His Father gave him a 
* liberal Education, and he was the growing 


* fortunate was it, that ſuch good Parts, and 
« {ohappy a Genius, ſhould be ſullied by Vice, 
and led away by ſuch baſe Companions. 
< God's Favours were very ſignal in removing 
two Brothers, that he might come to a very 
c plentiful Fortune. How beloved and re- 
<« {pected would this Perſon be, would he 
& turn tothe right Way, the Way of Sobriety 
| and Virtue. But, alas! he is blind; blind 
| « to the Danger his Vices bring upon his 
« worldly Intereſt he ſo much doats upon, and 
c to his eternal he ſo greatly negle&s and 
< cotitemns. ( — Here I mention ſome 
great Meriiyhe had received, ſome great Sins 
he had committed, and fome Reflections that 
were made on him even by Perſons as wicked 
as himſelf © I fend you this Hiſtory for your 
c Entertainment and Uſe. We are to take 
* Examples by others, and to admire the E- 
cc vents of Virtue and Vice, of Wiſdom and 
« Folly in Mankind; and as Reflections on 
& others good or bad Conduct, in the Variety 
« of their Hiſtory cannot but be entertaining; 
« ſo if we imitate the better of their Choice, 
ce it will be good and profitable for us in our 
« Manner of Life, and the Conduct there- 
« of, Gc.: Now if ſuch a remote Manner of 
TS Reproof 


- 


% Hopes of that illuſtrious Name. How un- 
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The Incorrigible to be publichiy rebuked. 4t 
of won't affef the Sinner, we muſt come 
tireftly in Perſon, and ſay with the Prophet 
Nathan; T hou art the Man, 2 Sam. xii. 7. 

19. As I will favour and reſpe& the Pious; 
ſo when all other Methods of Love and Gen- 
tleneſs have in vain been tried on the Wicked; 
I will uſe fuch with Seyerity and Contempt : 
I will turn my Back on the greateſt wicked 
Man, (incorrigibly and maliciouſſy ſo,) and 

efer the good Man, whom he deſpiſes, to 
bis Face. Frhink it in ſome Caſes m = to 
n far This drr expert Dairy fis Mate 
m » This is bur expreſs om Mat: 
evi, 17. 1 Tim. v. wy, We — this of- 
ten exaſperates; I will do what ſecret Kind- 
neſſes I can to ſuch Perſons at the ſame Time, 
that they may fee all I do is out of pure Love 
to them; But if they are altogether harden'd 
and irreclaimable, I will ſtrive, if it be prac» 
ticable; to rid the Pariſh of them; that their 
evil Example may no more offend and cor- 
rupt it. However; before I come to this Ex- 
tremity, I will ſtrive 3 _ _ 
Favours, tting Frie Money, and In 
tereſt for t 1 be 848 Sinners to God; ha- 
ving experienc'd what a ſtrong and irtefiſtible 
Influence a good Turn, done generoufly, has 
had on very profligfte Perſons. Read on this 


Head, Matt. xvii, 19. Gal. v. 12. 
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42 Yet ſiill ſirove with to be gain d. N 
20. If any under my Care, after all pro- 
per Methods uſed, remain open. impenitent 
Sinners, when and wherever I meet ſuch, tis 
my Intention flatly to tell them of their ſad 
and deplorable Condition: As, © Oh, Sir! 
« how can you ſleep, or be at Eaſe, amidſt 
ce ſuch dreadful Danger? I cannot forbear 
„ telling you, That if you die ſuch as you 
& now ware, you are undone for ever, Ge” 
Who knows but ſuch plain Dealing may fright 
and ſtartle a Man out- of his Sins. Thus 
F. Paul chargeth Timothy to be inſtant with 
his Flock in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, (that is, 
on extraordinary Occaſuons,) and on ſuch Times 
to reprove and exhort, 2 Tim. iv. 24. 
21. Upon hearing of any Perſon's falling in- 
to a great and ſcandalous Sin, my Love to his 
immortal Soul, and Concern for its Safety, 
will immediately carry me to him. Haſte in 
my Steps, and Concern in my Looks, will 
convince him that my Charity brought me 
there, and entire Chriſtian Affection moved 
me to endeavour his Repentance, and in that 
his Happineſs. I am apt to believe, that were 
Men told of their Sin ſoon after tis commit- 
ted, and warn d by their Paſtor earneſtly and 
importunately to repent of and forſake it, 
that might prevent its growing into an Habit, 
and be the Means of ſaving many a laps d Soul 
from its utter Ruin. This is an indiſpen- 
ſable Branch of the Miniſterial Duty. Read 


Ezek. 
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Of urging mutual Reproof on the People. 43 
Ezek. xxxiii. 3. Acts xx. 31. Coloſſ. i. 28. and 
particularly Jude xxiii | 
22. Since no Miniſter can be fo vigilant but 
ſome Sinners and Sins may eſcape his Know- 
ledge, which yet his Neighbours ard others 
may be ſenſible enough ot; and fince 'tis the 
hoy of every Chriſtian to warn his tranſ- 
greſſing Brother, and not let Sin abide upon 
him, =_ xix 17.) I will often inculcate 
this upon my People, That they frequently 
reprove, exhort and confirm one another ; 
loving each other's Souls, and ſhewing that 
Love by helping every one his Brother in the 
Way to Heaven, I will entreat them to 
watch over one another's Ways with an hol 
in- Carctulneſs. As in worldly Dealings and Af. 
his fairs, of Importance eſpecially, they adviſe, 
ty, Ml caution, and aſſiſt each other, ſo ſhould th 
in in ſpiritual Concerns,. which are of the laſt 
vill Moment. They ſhould enquire into one ano- 
me ther's Proficiency in Grac., and provoke each 
ved WF other to the Love and Fear of God. Chriſ: 
nat Wl tians are enjoin'd mutual reproof. Lev xix. 17, 
ere Plal, cxli. 5. Eph. v 11, Exhortation, Heb. 
ut-W x. 25. Conſolation, 1 Theſſ. iv. 18. — v. 11. 
nd 23. To promote Piety the more among my 
it, W People, I will very often viſit them in the 
at, WM Evenings, aud propoſe to join with them in 
oul WW their Family-Devotions. By which Means I 
en. ſhall obſerve their Manner of and Affection in 
ad | performing them, and by my Preſence encou- 
| ue 5 rage 


44 Author's Reſolution of gaining Separatiſts, | 
rage them to Perſevetance in fo neceſſary a 
- x Chriſtianity. That Chriſtian Families 


ſhould meet together, and pray to God, we 
learn from Acts xii. 12. and Miniſters ſhould 
encourage them thereto, 1 Theff, v. 17. 
1 Tim. ij. 8. | 
24. To gain their Love the more, and con- 
vince them that Ldecline no Pains to do their 
Souls good, I refolve to write and publiſh feve- 
ral religious Treatiſes for their Uſe, fo that they 
may have my Inſtructioms and Intreaties by 
them, to conſult at their Pleaſure. Among 
others, I have deſign'd a 'Freatife in two 
Parts: The firſt referring to their religious 
Principles and Belief ; the other to their Prac- 
tice in all the Conditiotis, Offices, and Cir- 
cumſtances of human Life. 1 
25. If there be any Diſſenters from the 


Church of England in my Patiſh, (and] look 


upon ſuch to be in a very unhappy Condition, 
1 will leave no Method untry d to bring them 
into her Communion: For I look upon my 
ſelf, as a Son of the Church, to be indiſpen- 
ſibly oblig'd to promote her Peace, Reputa- 
tion, and Increaſe; and as a ſincere Chriſtian 
to endeavour the Recovery and Union of all 
ſuch, as far as it lies in my Power. I have 
brought oyer ſeveral Diſſenters in my preſent 
Cure; and, by God's Bleſſing, hope many 
more will follow their Example. Rom. xvi. 17. 
4 Cr. i. 10. In which laſt Noipturt F. Paul 

W 


ia. © - ads e a—_ > X<Ot> cat *” AK -- f@w@co.c.c. c ac nico + oe Ax -4i. uce@X.o 


- + . acads itn 4d e os £2 Rk. 4A _ wa. i 


Methods of compoſing Differences. 45 
befeethes thoſe among the Cotinthians that in- 
cin d to the Spirit of Schiſm, not to break the 
Union of the Church. 

26. If there happen any Difference in the 
Pariſh, either upon Quatrels, Injuries, or 
Contention about Goods and Poſſeſſions, #5c. 
I will ſttive all poſſible Ways to bring about 
a Reconcilement. In caſe of Catumny, I will 
ſend for both Parties, unknown to each other ; 
and having got what Evidences may be ma- 
terial to prove the Thing Detraction, or not, 
ſet the Matter in its true Light, and give 
Reproof and Advice accordingly ; never letting 
them depatt, if that be to be done, till they 
are reconci!'d, and become Friends. One of 
the Beatitudes, nay, one of the moſt glorious of 
them, is the promis'd Reward of this Chriſtian 
Duty. Matt. v. 9. The Peace-Makers are the 
CHILDREN Of GoD, | 

If the Differetice be on any very important 
Account, I will endeavour to be Umpire my 
ſelf, or, if they will permit it who differ, be 
at the Pains to get others more skilſul in the 
Affair to be choſen ſuch ; nor will I leave any 
Stone unturn'd, to perſuade them to reter 
their Diſputes to a friendly Debate. 1 will be 
very diligent to know ſo much of the Laws of 
my Country, as may capacitate me to decide 
ſuch Diterences I may happen to be made 
Umpire of. But if ſo be that any in my Pa- 
riſh improve into a Law-Suit, I will ſtrive to 

7 CON- 


46 Of diſcovering Hypocrites. 
convince the Contenders they ought not on 
that Account to love one another the leſs, but 
quietly, and in Friendſhip, ſuffer the Law to 
decide the Controverſy. tt. v. 40. 1 Cor. vi. 
1, 6. condemn Chriſtiant for going to Law for 
ſmall Matters. , Now Chriſt's Miniſters are the 
Miniſters of Peace, and ought to exhort their 
Flocks thereto. 12220 
27. As I before obſerv d, one great Art of 
performing the miniſtering Office well conſiſts 
in ſearching out Hypocrites, and fo endeavour- 
ing to convince and reform them. There is 
no doing this without ſtudying the World, 
the Cuſtonis, and Fallacies of Trade, the Art 
of Deceit and Impoſition therein; and except 
vou know ſomewhat of Mens worldly Cir- 
cumſtances and Dealings: I have, more than 
once, been, greatly deceiv'd for want of Skill 
in this Matter. Men have appear'd to me, 
and all the World, not only juſt, but pious, 
who in a little Time have broke. or died in 
Debt more than they were worth, through 
their Pride, in living above what they could 
afford. For this Reaſon, if I find any of my 
Flock taking ſuch-like unjuſt and dangerous 
Courſes, I will do all I can to diſſuade em 
from them. In ſo doing I may prevent much 
Trouble that would tall upon ſome, and 
much Danger to others, eſpecially that of 
dying in Injuſtice, and with a troubled and 
diſtracted Conſcience, Thus, Acts xx. 15 
; S . c 
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Aut hor i Charge to Pariſhoners in Authority. 47 
the Paſtors of the Church of Epheſus are ſirict- 
ly commanded to take heed to the Flock of which 
they were OVERSEERS ;, a Word which denotes 
great Care of and Inſpection into Mens Souls. 

28. Our State in this World being very 
changeable, and full of Viciſſitude of Affairs, 
I will improve all ſuch to a divine Uſe. As, 
ſuppoſing a Pariſhoner has had a ſudden Turn 
of Felicity, or, on the contrary, a great Los, 
I will perſuade the firſt to Gratitude to God, 
and give him a Caution againſt the dangerous 
Allurements of the World: The other III 
exhort to Patience and Meekneſs ; and withal, 
to take occaſion from his Experience of the 
fallible Nature of earthly Things, to draw 
nigher than ever to God. So on all other 
Changes of Mens Conditions and Affairs, I 
propole to give ſpiritual Inſtructions proper for 
them. T hus St. Paul taught Chriſtians to fanc- 
tify. Aflictiont, Heb. xii. 6, &c. St. James Pro- 
ſperit), Jam. v. 13. I + abi 1 

29. You know that every Parent, Maſter, 
Miſtreſs, Guardian, and ſuch like, are in ſome 
meaſure accountable for the Souls committed 
to their Charge. Therefore I ſhall frequently 
and carneſtly entreat ſuch to be conſtant in the 
Diſcharge of this great Duty, the Neglect of 
which, Is dangerous to Youth, and gives way 
to their viciqus Deſires and Actions. All that 
are in Authority have an Awe on thoſe under 
them, which might be improv d to a ploge 
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48 Dealing with poor Men in taking his Dues, 
End. As I reſolve, by Ged's Help to be an 
exact Example of this pious Care of thoſe uns 
der me in my own Family, ſo I hepe to make 
it become univerſal throughout the Pariſh, 
All Ohriftians in Authority are to be advis'd 


to ths Duty from Prov. xxii. 6. Eph. vi. 4. 


Deut. xi. 19: - ME | 

30. I will either let out my T'ythes, or ma- 
nage them my ſelf, as I judge 'twill beſt ſerve 
the Cauſe of Goodneſs and Piety. If there be 
a large Glebe, I think it moſt proper to im- 


prove it my elf; in that hereby I ſhall have 


opportunity to employ the Poor of the Pariſh, 
and do de — good Offices, which 
will endear me to them, and provoke them 
to be the more diligent to pleaſe God. T his 
may be done in Imation of the great Prophet 
Eliſha, who follow'd Hurbandry, and no doubt 


fed the Poor with the Profits of bis Labour : 


T his wwe are ſure be did, when he war called 


to be a Prophet, 1 Kings xix. 19, 20, 21. 


31. I will by no means take any Due; ei- 
ther in Tythe or Money, of any very poor 
and pious Man; but how much ſoever 1 
ſtraiten my ſelf, will frankly remit it him. 
— a ef be poor and wicked, I 2 
be very ſtrict in receiving my Dues: But then, 

"ec Wink 


as I fee Occaſion, or 'twill work uw 
n 


Good upon him, I will ſend for him, 
with Joving Advice give it back to him again. 


I ipeak here of Men who are extremely ne- 
„ ceſſitous 
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- Reſolutions reſpecting Magiſtrates, 8 49 


ceſſitous, and when what they have to pay 
comes to ſmall Sums (which yet to remit is 4 
great Charity and Help to them) for other- 
wile a Miniſter muſt be in very good Circum- 
ſtances to afford the making many ſuch Re- 
mittances. However, let my Liberality be 
more or leſs, I will take Care (for I think it 
my Duty ſo to do) that it ſhall not prejudice 
my Succeſſors, by leſſening the cuſtomary Dues, 
or otherwiſe. For I will be ſure always to de- 
mand my whole Right, though I will not al- 
ways retain it. This was St. Paul's Practice, 
to deny himſelf the worldly Aſſiſtance he might 
have demanded of his Flock. Read 2 Coy. xii. 
13, 16. 1 Cor. ix. 6, 7, 12. 

32. That I may advance Piety in a Pariſh, 
as much as I can, I will endeavour my utmoſt 
tomake the moſt ſenſible, the richeſt, and moſt 
powerful Perſons therein, Proſelytes thereto, 
eſpecially the Magiſtrates. To this End, I 
propoſe to exhort them to form themſelves 
into a Body, or Society, and meet at Times 
agreed upon, to conſult how the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion and Virtue may be beſt carried on amo 
them; to take Methods of reclaiming the Vi- 
cious by their Perſwaſions and Authority; to 
raiſe a Joint Stock wherewith to help the Poor, 
in Caſes of Calamity which the pubück Laws 
have not provided againſt; as, Loſſes by Fire, 
the Bankruptcy of Pebtors, 
and ſuch like. In particular, if the Pariſh be 

=}. rich, 


Decay of Trade, 


5< The Author's Methods in viſiting the Sick. 


rich, and can afford it, I will adviſe that a 
Charity-School be erected for ſuch a Number 
of poor Children as can be maintain'd by 
them; which great Part of Charity; bleſſed 
be God, is become of late frequent in our il 
lyminated, and in that, happy Iſland. I will 
animate my People to this Deſign, by offering 
as largely as I can towards it, and by ſhewing 
them how reputable, nay, and profitable, this 
great and good Work will be to them and 
their Paſterity, 1 Tim. vi. 19, 18, 19. 
33. I have experienced, that nothing endears 
a Miniſter more to his People, than his Care 
and. Willingneſs to viſit and comfort the Sick: 
Therefore I have reſolved to be very diligent 
and laborious in this Duty. I have ventured 
my Life before now on this Occaſion, and 1 
am ready to do it again, if call'd thereto. 
Travelling ſome Miles in a dark, rainy Night, 
over craggy Hills, through By-ways, and 
among many deep and uncover d Mines (which 
threaten'd Deſtruction both to Man and Beaſt) 
did not deter me from viſiting a poor Man dy- 
ing a violent Death, by a ſudden and lamen- 
table Accident : Nor ſhall the greateſt Danger, 
I*truſt, deter me, where I have any Hopes of 
doing Good to Mens immortal Souls. 
I I don't mention this 9 as an Action of 
any extraordinary Merit (for I take it to be no 
more than what J am obliged in Conſcience, 
and by my Office to comply with) * 3 a 
C - 
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Various Methods of dealing FI 
Teſtimony of my Zeal to promote God's Glo- 
ry, and the Good of his Church, and every 
Member therein, as far as I am cancerned with 
them; in that I believe, if to liy down'my Lite 
to bring about theſe great Ends would do it, 1 
ſhould I be found wanting in fo glorious a 
Cauſe. 

That I duly perform this Part of my 
Office, of viſiting and adminiſtring ſpiritual 
Helps to my People in their Sickneſs, I reſolve 
to come to them in Time, without expecting 
the Ceremony of being ſent for. It my Viſit 
— n to be unſeaſonable, I will deſire them 
end for me at all proper Times. 
If the ſick Perſoh have ſed a — Life, and 
(as far as Man can judge) was taken ill in a State 
of Grace, all I have to do, is to comfort ſuch a 
one with the bleſſed Conſolations df the Goſpel 
of Grace; to encourage him to Patience and 
Reſignation to the divine Will; to repeat the 
precious Promiſes of God to him; and, when 
I perceive him nigh Death, endeavour to help 
trim his Lamp, juſt at his going to meet the 
Bridegroom, that it may bowl bright in his 
Preſence, bright with havent and — Aſpi- 
rings. That this is the Miniſter's — ; read 
James v. 14. 15. Matth. xxv. 36, 40. 

If the Man is poor, I intend, according to 
my Ability, to do my utmoſt for his Body, by 
iving him Cordials, and procuring him necet- 
e For CR a good Man, 1 


— 


52 muith the Sk. 
ſhall greatly pleaſe God, in ſhewing ſuch ſin- 
cere Love to one of his dear Children; and if 
he be wicked, ſure nothing is more likely to 
win his Heart, than ſuch a Tendemeſs and Care 
in the ſad Time of Sickneſs, which often puts 
a Man's Mind in a true Light, and makes Em 
relent. So that by my Kindneſſes and Entrea- 
ties, together with my added Prayers to God, 
I may be the Means ot doing good to his Soul. 
1 hus ſhall we imitate, as far as we can, the 
Apoſtolical Paſtors, who, in their Viſits of the 
Sick, carried holy Oil with them, to which God 
in thoſe Times gave a miraculous Power of 
Healing. We may carry common Medicines to 
the _ fick Chriſtians, and God ſeeing our cha- 
ritable Zeal, may give theſe the ſame Power of 
healing ſecretly, as he did to the holy Oil of old 
_ publickly, Jam. v. 14, 15. 
In ſome extraordinary Caſes, where the Per- 
ſon has been long, and exceeding wicked, and 
the Diſeaſe is lingring, I propoſe to be with 
him daily; and if it be far from my own 
Houſe, to abide in his, or ſome other Perſon's 
hard by, for three or tour Days together, taking 
all the Pains and Care can (as the Exigencies 
of his Sickneſs will permit) to recover his Soul, 
and gain it to God, by uſing every ſpiritual 
Method and Medicine I can think on. 

34. I think it very neceſſary, that I often 
adviſe my People in Time of Health, ſo to 
live, that when they are taken ſick; they poly 
| | . dv 
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Of pronouncing Abſolution on dying Men. 53 


have the Guilt of no indulg'd Sin lying upon 
them ; and conſequently, that I may be encou- 
raged to give them not only the declarative, 
but actual Abſolution of the Church; which is 
preſcribed in the Office of the Sick, in our 
Common-Prayer, By Caxxis T's Authority 
committed to me, I abſolve thee from all thy Sins, 
in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt. See the Determination of Chriſt in 
this Caſe, which is very expreſs and full, 
John xx. 23. * gy Sins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them: And who{eſorver Sins 
ye retain, they are retained, I believe it 1s my 
Duty, to let none go out of the World with- 
out it, who are duly qualified to receive it; 
our Lord Jeſus having —— us his Mint» 
ſters to pronounce his Abſolution upon true Pe- 
nitents, which he has appointed as one MEAN 
of their Salvation. This Power of pronouncing 
Abſolution in the Church is delegated by her to 
every Parochial Paſtor, who ſaith, or ſhould 
ſay the ſame to every one of his Flock going out 

the World. | 
35. I take habitual Prayer to be abſolutely 
neceſſary to a State of Grace, and that 'tis a 
Miniſter's Duty to do his utmoſt to learn his 
People to pray. I ſpeak now of private De- 
votion, which ſo many Chriſtians, eſpecially 
among the Youth, are ſo wanting and ignorant 
in, You may remember, I put this Queſtion 
among thoſe of my Conference with *. 
ar 


54 Of teaching the Ignorant to Pray. 

lar Perſons Have you learnt to pray to God 
by your ſelt with Fervency and Delight e If I 
find they are Strangers to this great Duty, I 
think my ſelf obliged to inſtruct them in it, by 
engaging them frequently to read tlie Holy 
Scriptures, and eſpecially the New Teſtament, 
and get much of it by Heart; and by kneeling 
down in their Preſence, and ſhewing them how 
I my ſelf am uſed to approach the divine Ma- 
jeſty in all the Parts of Prayer, as Confeſſion} 


Petition, Praiſe, and the reſt. Thus the great 


Pattern of all Paſtors, St. Paul, taught the Ty- 
rians in a publick manner to pray, Acts xxi. 5. 
I know, my good Friend, I ſhall be ſ6me- 
what ſingular in this Practice, which perhaps to 
ſome may look — and odd; but really, 
Sir, I have thoroughly weighed it, and find tis 
neceſſary to be taken with too many very car- 


nal and ignorant Chriſtians. Multitudes who 


go by that Name know not how to pray in 

ivate to God at all; and many can only pray 
by a Form, by the Thoughts and Expreſſions 
of others. Forms I own to be fitteſt for pub- 
lick Devotions; but in private I think every 
Chriſtian eught to learn to approach God in his 
own Thoughts and Words. For how can the 
moſt judicious and pious Man living judge ' of 
my Wants, or Sins, or Mercies, Oc. as well as 
I my ſelf? Therefore I reſolve to inſtruct my 
People in the beft Methods of, learning how to 
pour out their Souls before God of —— 
| 1 | an 
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Chriſtiqns to compoſe their private Prayers. 55 
and without the Help of any other than their 
own Inclinations, the Holy Scriptures, and the 
bleſſed Spirit of God, Prous Hannah is an Ex- 
ample of this Duty, 1 Sam. i. 10. where 'tis 
ſaid, She was in Bitterneſs of Soul, and prayed 
to the Lord, and wept ſore, and ſaid ver. 11. 
O Lord of Hoſts, &c. Now Hannah ſpake in 
her Heart, only her Lips moved, &c. ver. 13. 
Theſe were the Thoughts and Compoſitions 
her own Soul, and not of another's. Thus alſ 
King Hezekiah prayed to God in his Sickneſs, 
Ia. xxxviii. 2. WES by. 

36. All Men wh) have well ſtudied human 
Nature confeſs, that things uncommon and ſur- 
prizing make a great Impreſſion on Mens 
Minds. I can aſſert this from my own Expe- 
rience; and therefore when I ſhall have Oppor- 
tunity, I intend to make a proper Uſe of ſuch 
Methods. To give an Example: On a fit 
Seaſon I will ſend to every Family throughout 
the Pariſh, telling them that on ſuch a Sunday 
I entreat as many as can to be at Church, for 
that I have ſomewhat extraordinary to impart 
tothem. On which Occaſion I will urge ſome 
grand Duty upon them, which I ſee 'em remils 
in, or dehort them from ſome Sin become ge- 
neral in the Pariſh, or treat of ſome other 
ſuch-like important Subject with a more than 
common Zeal and Earneſtneſs. Thus earneſt 
Was the great F. Paul with the Corinthians, 
on their conniving at the Sin of the inceſtuous 

| Per- 


56 Of ſurprizing People into Good, &c. 
Perſon, 1 Cor. v. 1. Oc. and equally zealous 
in 3 the Galatians on their Deſeckion 
from the Truth, Gal. iii. T. | | 

37. In my Liit of the Souls under my Care, 
T ſhall divide them into three Sorts. Firſt, the 
Pious, or thoſe I think to be in a State of 
Grace: Secondly, the Profligate, or ſuch as I 
have Reaſon to think are under the Curſe: 
Thirdly, thoſe of whoſe State I am dubious. 
We are to judge of People from their Words 
and Actions; for out of the Abundance of the 
Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh, and what a Man's 
Soul delighteth in, that, generally will he do. 
Therefore I ſhall carefully watch over the 


Actions and Converſations of my People. 


Thoſe whom I hear talk profanely or immo- 
deſtly, that ſwear or lie commonly, or that 
live in Injuſtice, Malice, or any other Sin pub- 
lickly; fuch, without Breach of Charity I may 
judge to be unregenerate; as thoſe whole 
Words and Works are pious and juſt, I conclude 
to be in the Favour of God. With each of 
theſe I propoſe to deal according to their ſe- 
veral Conditions. According to the Direction 
of the Holy Spirit by F. Jude. Of ſome, faith 
he, have Compaſſion, making a Difference ; and 
others ſave with Fear, pulling them out of the 
Fire, Jude xxii. 23. | 
38. Thoſe who by no means are capable of 
being taught to read, I ſhall be very preſſing 
on, to come conſtantly to Church (it it may 

- | be. 
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His Ritles of Fragality and Hoſpitality 77 


one Sunday,) and hear the 
ck oa phy they are {o unhappy as 
not to be able to conſult the Scripturey at 


home, and in their private Retirements. Thus 
holy Ama war conſtant to her Devotions in the 
Tex of God, where the Law was read and 
undd, Luke i. And thus the A poſiles — 

— —— There continually meeti 
zether at all Opportunities, to bear the 
and worſhip God publickly, Acts i. 14. 
39. Foraſmuch as Ability in worldly Things 


begets Men, I wil 
ſtrive by bgers Reſt among unte, Men, . 
"ry handſome few — or 


for rk Souls Gd. e upon them 

Souls Good. Oe chief Way to do 
= is to be frugal: Therefore tho' I am 
refolv' to be ver liberal to the Poor, yet to 
others I ſhall deal with a ſpating Hand; here- 
in obſerving that Precept of our Lord Jefus, 
not, for the moſt part, (as the Way of the 
World is) to call the Great and the Rich, 
but the Poor, the Maim'd, and the Blind, to 


artake of m Tig who cannot re- 
— me . dar ee reſer me to the laſt and 


reat Day * Retribution for a Recompence, 
Fom the unmeafin'd Bounty of an all-gracious 


God, Matt. xxv. 34. Heb. vi, 10. 
o. Thoſe wha I have practis d my elf, 
and ſuch as I find uſefal and convenient of ſpi- 


titual Exerciſes, I will _ my People to - 
rs ot 


* 
— 


Wer, 


ii. 42. 


58 Dung Chriſtians come to Years of Diſcretion, 
ſo: As, in particular, to ſet a- part a Day after 
they are come to the Age of Reaſon, in which 
to renew their Baptiſmal Vow, and conſecrate 
themſelves afreſh to God. I will adviſe that 
this be done not in Word only, but that thoſe 
who can write, actually draw a Form of Co- 
venant betwixt God and themſelves, in the 
Nature of that which they made at Baptiſm, 
ſetting their Hand and Seal thereto. That 
they Tov this always about them, ſo that in 
Time of Temptation they may recur to it for 
Strength and Encouragement. Which Cove- 
venant may conſiſt of the following chief Ar- 
ticles: THar being come to their Reaſon, 
they apprehend and confeſs the Almighty Lord 


God, acknowledging him to be that - all-glo- 


rious and perfect Origmal of Being, to whom 
he e chief Allegiance and Subjection. 
— That they believe in their Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in his ineſtimable Work of Love, 
the Redemption. — That therefore, the 
this Day renew their Covenant to ſerve God, 
made in their Infancy, and with all their Spi- 
rits give themſelves up for ever to his holy 
Will. — That they humbly accept of all 


God's gracious Promiſes of Pardon and Holi- 


- neſs here, and eternal Life hereafter. — That 
they utterly renounce all Sin as odious to God; 
but 'yet that they .except, in the Name of 
their Mediator Jeſus, that if they do fall into 
ſudden Acts of Diſobedience through Weaknels, 


Sur- 
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to renew their. Covenant With God. 59 
Suggs, or * Wilfulneſs, on 2 ran 
dinary Temptation, (and that again 
the — Dri of Fic 18. and Bent of 
their Wills in the general.) — That this 
Hall not null this ET gagement with 
God, but that an immediate and ſincere Re- 

tance ſhall through Chriſt continue them 
init. Thus the Patriarch Jacob, when young, 
made a Covenant with God, Gen. xxviii. 20. 

Tuxss and $vcH-L1xz ſhall be the Contents 
of this Form of ment, which I intend to 
draw up with the greateſt Solemnity and 
Weight of Expreſſion .I can deviſe, and then 
recommend it to their Uſe and Practice, as up- 
on all Occafions, ſo eſpecially at the Time of 
their Confirmation by the Biſhop, or their go- 
ing to the Communion. 1 
41. Among other private Inſtructions, 
] will adviſe the more intelligent Sort of my. 
Pariſh, to keep an exact Account of their 
Lives, as far as they reſpect Religion. That 
they make a Book, and at Night ſet down the 
Miſcarriages of the Day, asking God's Forgive- 
neſs for them. That every Saturday Evenin 
they look over that Week's Account, an 


| 3 or rejoice before God according to their 


ecreaſe or Increaſe in Grace. That againſt 
the Sacrament they renew the Account kept 
fince the laſt Time they receivd. And laſtly, 
that every Year (and as moſt proper on or = 

their Birth-Day) they ſolemnly and carefull 
| 1 reſearch 


60 Cbriftians to keep daily Account of theiy Lives, 


reſearch the whole for the Year 
will they be able to * 
Eſtate, and their Prog} „ their moſt 
common Failings, and the Occa ors of them. 
And hereby they will be fo accuſtom'd to 
guard againſt Sin, that in Time they may 
become great Saints, and arrive to the high- 
eſt Pitch of Chriſtian Perfection in this Life. 
David ſpeaks in many Placer, as if ha took ſome 
ſuch very particular Care of bis Steps in 
| Pal. xxxix. 1. cxix. 59, And holy Job teeth 
ws, That God marketh all our Paths, i. e. aff 
our T houghts and Actiont, ſure then tue Jhould 
take hs account of them our fetves, Job XXXIIIi. 1 . 
There are innumerable other Ways and 
Methods, my honour'd Friend, which I have 
no room to inſert here, (and indeed, which 
cannot be put into any Form or Order of Ex- 
preſſion,) which the various and unforeſeen 
Circumſtances, Qualities, and Changes of a 
Pariſh will offer to my Practice. But I have 
here inſerted as many as I thought wonld give 
you a juſt Idea of the Senſe I have of the 
gr Duty, in that Part which reſpects 
rivate Dealings and Converſation with 
y People, 1 1 80 on to give you an Ac- 
count; 
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1 of. my 5 TH Durixs and 
Oxx1czs, 4s a Miniſter of tho Golpel, and 
Paſtor of Mens Souls. By 


| Theſe are principally Seven: 


a Pr, PREACHING. 
© Secondly, Prayer 

Thirdly, Paarss. |. - 
1 Paal), CATECHISING.. 

. Fifobly, Discietme. 
23 Doris OF 3 Boniax, Ga 
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Fiſt, 4 Den This is: 2 n 
of Salva and, next to the private and 
ee Inſpe&ion into Mens Souls, the chief: 
Therefore I ſhall bend all my Might towards 
the performing it well, In which NOI 1 
will follow theſe Rules : 


I, I preach with Boldnefs and Authority. R 
do not read Sermons, but utter them, I hope, 
with a due Emphaſis, as the uery Word of God, 
and the Embaſly of my Chriſt; F 
ſpeak not as in my own Perſan, but bis. As 
= — arid theatrical Action and 

Flights in a Pulpir, fo I cannot but diſlike that 


laxe, 


5 with Zeal and Boldneſi. 
axe, cool, and negligent Manner of delivering 


themſelves uſed by ſome Preachers; who ſhew 
no Concern in the Exerciſe of their Duty. How 
can theſe affect others, when they don't ſeem! 
in the leaſt affected themſelves? Thus our Lord 
himſelf taught, not of common Courſe, at the 
Scribes, but with Pater and Authority, Matth. 


vii. 29. And ſo, after his — ; 
For 


al the Jews their Enemies © perceive 

when they ſaw the Boldneſs of Peter and John 
in preaching the Word, they took Knowleage of 
them, that they had been with Feſus," Acts xli: 
#3. Tub of Chriſt's Apoſiles were Boanerges, 
or Sons of Thunder, Mark iii. 17. 50 

2. As I ſee occaſion, I temper this Earneſt- 
neſs with ſoft and mild ions; and when 
I ſpeak in Reference to my ſelf as the Preacher, 
with all Humility and Condeſcenſion : ' When 
I treat- of the divine Mercies and Myſteries, 
my Style is ſublime : When I exhort to Moral 
Duties, tis with Affection and Concern, 65c; 
Gal. vi. t. Tit. iii. 2. Matth. xi. 28, 29. Here, 
faith our Saviour, learn of me, for I am meek 
and lowly q Heart. Come to me all ye that la- 
boxer, and I will give you reſt. . 

3. I 'generally divide my Diſcourſes into 
Parts Theoretic and Practic: Thoſe to enter- 
tain the Fancy and Judgments of the Auditory, 
theſe. to perfect their Morals and Piety. I 
have experienced, that when Men have been 


pleaſed with the nice Expoſition, and critical 


Obſer- 
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Of deli bering the whole Will of God. 63 
Obſervations on a Text, they have hearken d 
to the Moral and Spiritual Deductions from 
it with much greater Willingneſs and Delight. 
Therefore I am as curious as I can in the Cre- 
denda and Intelligenda, as I am to the 
Agtnda of Religion: Which being the moſt 
neceſſary Part I principally drive at. _ 
Miniſters are ne e the Stewards and Diſpenſers 
of his Myſteries, 1 Cor. iv. 1. and alſo are td 
inculcate all plain moral Duties on their Hoc, 
2 II. A "I Wu 
4. I have compos d (and preach'd in my pre. 
lent ? a good Part of a general Syſtem of 
the Chriſtian Religion, which I intend, as I 
have Time, to finiſh, and go through when I 
am fixed. It begins with the Creation, the 
Origin of Sin, the Nature of the Chriſtian;Cove- 
nant, of Baptiſm, and the Sacrament ; and goes 
on to the Incarnation and Sacrifice of Chriſt, 


with his Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and Media- 


tion in Heaven : All which are ſpeculative Parts 
of Divinity. Then it proceeds to the practi- 
cal; as, the Duties of the Two Tables, with 
their Evangelical Improvements ; and is to end 
with the four laſt Things, Death, Judgment, 


Heaven, and Hell. I intended this, becauſe 


1-would leave the People no Room for Igno- 
rance in any Part of Religion. And that t 


might have the whole Counſel of God laid be- 
tore them, not in broken Pieces, but in a Chain 
of conſequential Doctrines, depending on ma 

152 ö other. 


1 of adapting" Diftorſer 10 Hure 
ther. Not that r 


*tis ended, 1. to give them publich 
Notice, that at ſuch — ſuch Times I intend 
to advance in my al Syſtem, ape an, 


ther not to ho abſent See Acts xx. 27. 

5. I make Choice of Subjects for my Dil 
courſe, not according mY own Fancy, but 
the preſent Temper itions of the 
— le from Tine to „Tine Above all, I 

have Regard in my Pr to the pure 
4 ge th Chriftian Faith, p. Fg urge them 
N 1 7 Whatever, Tit, b 5M 11, 


} 
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5 | Prayer and Praiſe are the moſt eſſential 
_ of _ Service. THORNS — 
to be very ent to get it perform d ari 
by my People. To This End, I will hs 
care that they underſtand all the Parts of 
'our Rubrick and Liturgy ; that ſo they may 
ſtand or knee}, be filent or make Reſponſes, || th 
as they ou ir, and be univerſally regular and bi. 
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decent in their publick Devorions. do 
2. The i every Parifhoner to read In 
will be a elp to . Decency in De- || tel 


votion; for . every — will know how to or 
join regularly i in the Service. It is a great Of- ate 
— to the Pious, to obſerve that ſo many lut 
Proteſtants ſhould bo ſo lazy 4 and mg to 


. Pony 


Church in 0 


rn erde. 


Of Dain in Publick Morſbip. by 
clog jo in the Service at Church hot at all 
its excellent Orders in ' divine! Wor- 

$feing and lol n 
1 very Papiſtr and Turks are aſham d oh, 
I think it would much promote publick De- 
votion, and in that Piet) too, if there were 
no ſuch Thing as an inclos'd Seat in any 
a Nation; but that all ſhould be 

and, except for Magiſtrates, without 


open, 
any Marks of Diſtinction. Thus tis in: moſt 


Roman Catholick Countries, and, as I chink, 
a very commendable Practice. I have been 

Eye-witneſs of the Neatneſs and Regularity 
1 the Papiſts in their publick — and 
alſo of their great Zeal and Fervency thereat. 
Whatever their Principles and Practices are, I 
am ſure in this they ſname many of our Con- 

gations, who are very negligent, not to 
ay ſtupid and irreverent in the Church. It is 
a Grief to think that a corrupt and idolatrous 
Communion {hould obſerve more Decency, 


and better Order in publick Devotion, than S 
the and moſt evangelical in the Chriſ- 
tian World. 1 am reſolv d, whateyer others 


do in reſpect of tlieirs, never to let this be an 
Imputation on my People. I have great! 


reform'd thoſe I am now with from theſe Dif- 
— | 


orders, which moſt Country C 
ate Corrupted with. I will never 
luſty Perſons impudently — ra — 
to God fitting or ling: "Al who are N 


| 
| 


dil 1 et The 57 Ad. AL bY , 

% d reading the Lu 
ſhall ſtand; or kneell, It is a lovel 8 5 to 
behold n numerous: Aſſembly of Chu ans all 
on their bended Knees, ff — God. 
9 3- 'To help forw forward the e 
votion at Prayers, I read them with all the 
Gravity, Fervency, and Diſtinction J can. 
G e 2 little between each de 
that the Peo 3 may haye ſame, Time to Et 
looſe their T oughts, and collect them again 
on the next Petition with the greater Vi- 

gour. 
8 4. I teach them to ſuit their ſpititual Me- 
ditations and Paſſions to the ſeveral Parts of 
the Liturgy; as, of Grief and Sorrow at the 
A Faith at e n 


Confeſſion, 
Joy in the Praiſes, G. 


Thirth, Of Prarss.. Praifs to God is the 
 ſublimeſt Part of religious Worſhi 
that which elevates gladdens 1 Hear 
moſt, and moſt reſembles the Homage paid by 
the Angels and Saints in their divas . 
to the Supreme Majeſty in Heaven. at 
this Duty may be perform d as deyoutly and 
divine] ho is — here, I intend to endes 
vour that. all the. People who can, may con- 
ſtantly join in the Pſalms of Praiſe ſung in ou 
Churches. St. Jerome affirms, that in his 
Time the very Ament of the Chriſtian Cor- 
ations were like loud 'Thunder-Claps ; off _ 
Babe and fervent were the antient Chri- 1M 


flans 


vout 
* , 
f eb® ſhots þ leaſant; and the ſeveral Voices 
their diftinct Harmonies, 9 2 

r is : Lover of Muſick: my fll, and ſo 


ate moſt Men : T 
this to the Love of the publick Service, be- 


any Means I can, I will form in my Pariſh. 
e Andems | pple to LOR: lung (be- 


Sende the proper Poſture Praiſe. 67 


e at their Deyo "Ando with thoſe 
the "preſent | Age were 

that in God's bar Men OS 
3 N od 4 1 * 1 72 Hit XL : 


Veit i — is an Int&ruption; of 
che vocal Mufſok therein, and: Blemiſh;to 
It. Now, if, as T propeſe; all ori moſt af my 
Pariſh be be taught to read, there will-be-little 
or no oteafion for the Clerk. to do ſo at: that 


| Time: — — 5 — K will be a;pleaſant. and 


ain, think ſtar 


2 r 


wel proper Poſture 


have drought mole & my fate, baba | 


fh 271701 


At. 
It is delectable to view 4 Multitude of 


Chriſtians all ſtandiag, and, with the upright 


Countenances God gave them, ſinging the de- 
Priiles of his Enable Perfections. Aar 
in m Chirch : : 
the Te- 


may ve 


ſolve to/have the beſt Singing 
be a due Number 


d'Baſe Parts, that the J 


ore to attract them by 


ſides the common Tunes, I deſign to have An- 
thems "ſing by a ſelect dhe, uch, if by 


eß 


— — 


_ — — 2 — n — 
« RD ” rr 
* 


— 
— — 


| o 
\ 
| 


- 
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Denmark, to find their 
upeall ſorts of People 


iA n WW ally x 

48 |Mobodi for god Sal nl erke 1 
— Ewe ef 
t 14 
chow, 1 will take _ —— a com OE 

umber poor Youth be taught C 
ingen. They ſhall Jeam ſame of qur C. 
thedral Anthems, which: I will make uſe of. | 
And here 1 t but obſerve how- wy l 
1 Dae — in ſeveral foreign — J 
*tant-Countries, — particularly in des and | 1 
at Care in bringing 
m their {Youth to 


ſing the BGlms and Anthems of their Churches | 


"readily and tuneably. They have admirable 


ch, a che Nutiuity, Aſcenſion of Chriſt, 
- the Penteroſt G and theſe; are ſung AIDAN 
them very well. Reading. of a Pſalm to be 
 ſurig, would appear ridiculous t thee well. 
: inſtructed People in religious Diſcipline. 
But to _ WI LE amor able £0 | 
bring good NM ick into r am ſet 
"over, and make it generally uſeful and eſteem- 0 


] 

0 

3 

1 

* mus compos d on the — Feaſts: of the 
6 

1 

( 


ed; in that I am Ts this will bring 
many to Church who ſtay from it: And — 
{knows by, =; fant Tens fings Ins 4 ai 
bent 


1 i Paalad ay * him, BE a Soma flier, 
And turn ; Delight no a x Sacrifice. 


— 2 n * 1 222 . 4 — — 


1 N Thus 


© Mithods of Catethifing; · 


the Th much concerning Chriſtians Behævi 
ign | in the Church; it 50 Pair 5 TW 


ent ſee. that God be wor ſhipped in publick Aﬀſemblies 
ch- ae Order, 1 Gor, xiv. 40. 
a 

95 Fuunbh, Of Ol f CarzcrSiNG, | 5 
el 5 3. This Ch ch- is of 
nd 1 — The Tie l Ny, to low ede; $ of 
ng in Youth, is the firſt Foundation of "I 


to | creaſing true Religion i in a Pariſh; for which 
ies }} - Reaſon I catechize the Children eyery Sunday 
ble in the Year: The leſſer fort in the Church 
the Fin e enly, » only, and the bigger with the Ad- 
da of Soo 1 my err and” tions. 
at which 1 uſe at preſent is Mr. Leis- 
by (Miniſter of Margate in Rent) his Pataphraſ 
ll- | v 10 our excellent, Catechiſm, call, The 
juan; 
, I intend farther, -when ſettled, ; if my 
f R Keen thereof, to learn the 
Portions to be rehears'd* y 
Wedneſday, and Friday after Prayers in the 
Church; fo that before they leave off, they 
_ hall run through the whole New Teſtament, | 
and ſome ſelect Chapters of the Old, which 
ue of the moſt excellent Reading. By this 
» means, when come 'to þe Men, they 
will 15 moſt of the Scriptures by heart: 
— || . Thoſe Fountains of if [ik wil flow in plenti- 
fully upon them. Y " REA 


8 


Cipline. This we of 


70 Of enriching the People's Minds in Scriptures, 
This will beget in them a Love to the 


Word of God, — they Il thereby lay up a 
noble Stock of divine Learning, both for their 


own Ute, and Inſtruction of their Chil- 
dren and Families. And to the — that 
when they are grown to Maturity, they ma 
— Ait Gn Jud Tots what t 5 
retain in their Memories, I will ſome 
Book of Annotations, on the. Bible for them 
ſuch as Mr. Burbitt * K the like plain Llluf- 
trations. 33 

No Pariſhioner,; whom I count fit to have 
one of, theſe, and is Dot able to procure it, if 
I am able. to purchaſe, hi im one, thai o with» 
out it. Deut. vi. 6, 7. John y. 655 e Word 
0 ift is to pw. richly in Chriſtians in all 

iſdom.; not only 10 be read 5 them, but dwell 


in them, that it, in their, Memory, Col. iii. 16. 
31 wil give 2 l Charge to all School- 


Maſters and Miſtreſſes that may be in the 


Patiſn, to take great Care of the Behaviqur, 
Morals, Leariing of the Children com- 
mitted to them, and that they ground thee 
Fig abecgue Principles of Picty and Virtue. 


 Fifthy, Of Cnuxcn Disci PLINE. ' Nothin 
weakens the Cauſe of Piety in the Churc 
more than the leſſening its 1 305 in Diſ⸗ 
che Church of England 
learn from our own.ſad Experience: The Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Laws are become bruta pou 


their Example. 


Nehren relating 10 Did ne. * 711 


ind Excomminication a meer Bugbear to 
many, This is owin purely to c of: 
ficers; that execute that part of Church Dif- 
cipline ; but chiefly to thoſe who diſſent from 
oh For the Liberty of coming off for Mo- 
„ and with Compmuraticn of] Penance, and 

of withdkawin to another Communion, are 
50 Cauſes why many deſpiſe and ridicule our 
Power of communication, and the Manner 
of executing it. However, what Branches of 


Diſcipline are left upon our Stock, I propoſe 


fo improve to my utmoſt. 


I |, The bringing choſe. to Peril," or upon 
their Coritumacy to Excommunication, who 
have ſcandaliz'd the Church, or perſiſt ſo to 
do. And 1 will uſe all my Care and Intereſt 
that no pecuniary Mulct may be taken in our 
Serious Courts, but that obſtinate and impu- 

ent Offenders be brou he to publick Shame; 
that though r, their Souls 


their Petſons' 


may be ſpared in the Day of the Lord, and 


others in the mean time terrified from Sin by 
2 Cor. it. 6. 
adh, Another Branch of Diſcipline con- 


cerus the holy Communion: 1. Miniſters are 
to give Notice to their Ordinary of all that 
do not feceive it, at leaſt once a Year, viz. 


at Caſter. This I intend' to obſerve careful- 


ly ; but then it ſhall be after I have prepared, 


or endeavour'd to prepare all my Pariſh for 


52 Manner of admitting Men to Communion, 


the pious Reception of it. 2. The Diſſen- 
ters mightily complain of our Negligence con- 
cerning. Sacramental Preparations : In Coun- 
try Pariſhes, indeed, tis inexcuſable if the 
Prieſt don't carefully fee, as far as he can, 
that every Communicant be duly prepar d; 
but in large Towns and Cities, in London 
eſpecially, this is hardly practicable 4 Hows 
ever, II uſe all imaginable Caution, wheres 
ſoever I am placed, that none but the pious 


or truly penitent partake of the Body. and 


Blood of Chriſt. And becauſe the greateſt 


Danger of Unpreparedneſs = be in the 
- younger Sort, I determine, as I 0 


blerv'd be- 
fore, to have the Catechumens and Candidates 
for the Communion inſtructed at my own 
Houſe, . I will compoſe a ſmall Treatife for 


their Preparation and conſequent Reſolutions ; 
1 will-examine their Faith and Morals ; and 
they ſhall: go through a Courſe of one Year's 


Tryal and Inſtructions before they are admit- 
ted to the holy Table; according to the pious 


7 of the Miniſters of the Principality 
f 


eufchatel and Valagin, and, as I have 


heard, of ſeveral in our Church in ſeveral Courij- 


ties, to the great Promotion of Piety. That 
Paſiors are dah to prepare the E for Cm- 
munion with God in holy Things, t 


2. Chron. xxx. 17, and the Goſpel, Acts xxl. 26. 


2 Brenner earn PE EYyYY 


| e very Law 
reacheth us, 1 Sam. xvi. 5. and more expreſly 


9 


Sr Orr ige of. - 


wo... 


"S £ 12x 1, 


Methods reluting th Cburcb· Mardin. 95. 
tmeans to admit known Sinners, that perfiſt in 
Wickednels, to the ce fy 75 I will re- 
n b, of what Quality ſbever; and I 
will oy ans 8004 Injunctiem of the Ru- 
& thoſe who ifitetid to com- 
mma to 521 in their Names ſome time 
We are to pt ſent thole whe live 
in 250 10 orious Sit, particularly that of Un- 
charitableneſs: Thoſe Who will tot beirecon- 


F l ving to the Commumon, are 


is t Iwill not by any means excuſe. 
er 10 50 brought my Peer e to a compleat 
Pet: of Piety, 1 will endeavour to eſtabliſh 
Moithly Comnilthistis among them. 3. That 
I may put the Ecclefiaſtic Diſcipline” in due 
Executivh; and advance the Cauſe of Piety the 
moe in matty other Reſpects, I wil take care 
to chuſe none Chureh. Wardens but thoſe who 
are pious atid zedlans for God's Gl6ry ; fiich as 
will inpariall rep reprove and pteſent Offenders, 
will help to bear ſome part of my Burden, 
which it is their Office to do, and affiſt me in 
all my ſtrenuous Endeavours for Religion, by 
informing me of all vicious Livers in the Pa- 
riſh, an ſtanding up with me for _ nd 
the Church's Honour, and the everlaſting 
of Mens Souls. Particularly, as Mens — ing 
or not keeping conſtant to their Church, ad bee 
having themſelves well or ill in it, is a great 
Sign of their ſpiritual Condition, either for good 
or %ad, Ireſolve to eee or 
ome 


74 Methods of keeping People to their Church. 
ſome other religions Perſons, to obſerve. who 
comes to Church duly, and whe not; who are 
decent and pious; there (as to outward Appea- 

rance) and who not. Due Care ſhall be ta- 
ken to admoniſh thoſe who neglect the Church ; 
for I will obſerve how oſten they miſs, (up- 
poſe in a Quarter or Half a Year, and then 
ſend for them, or otherwiſe te this 
their Fault with tem. As to thoſe who are 
indevout in the Church, I muſt deal with them 
as unregenerate Perſons, ſtill in their State of 
Carnality and Wrath. Two Faults I oo Ls 
ſure to take notice of: / Firſt, the comin 
at Church, aſter the Confeſſion and ableiten 
are over, which are principal and moſt neceſ- 
y Parts of the Service; and then of Men's 
of Buſineſs and worldly Concerns in the 
Church Yard immediately before and aſter 
Divine Duty, which, te ſay no works of it, © 
a very great Indiſcretion. | 


| Sixthly, of the common Pohl ick Durms: 


as BAPTIsM, BURIAL, Sc. 


I. Being reſolyd to improve every Church- 
Duty for the Good, of my People, I intend 
cither to preach gy ratts 7 every Baptiſm, or elſe 
to prepare a Preſent of a few written Inſtruc- 
tions and Congratulations for the Parents and 
Friends ; charging the former with the Soul of 
their Infant Sat they dedicate it to my 

| an 
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Duties relating to Baptiſint, Marriages, 8c. 75 
and congratulating their Happineſs in bei 
Parents of 'a Child devoted to Chriſt, — We 


Inheritor of his heavenly Kingdom, Gr. 
2. At Burials tis my common Practice, when 


at the Houſe to talk of pious Subjects, and par- 


ticularly of a Preparation for Death; and I in- 
tend to ſignalize my Love to poor Men who 
have lived holy 1 in giving them a funeral 
Sermon freely, for their Loſs, and 
celebrating cher "Praiſes fore all the People, 
in — to enhaunſe the Value of Piety among 
them, and advance the Glory of God there- 
b 

95 At Marriages I intend alſo to write a 
congratulatory Letter, with ſome religious In- 
ſtructions, in a pleaſant Style; ſhewing how 
Men are to matry in the Lord, thereby 1 to ad- 
vance their ſpiritual Intereſt, as well as tem- 
poral; and that the chief End of Man and 
and Woman's comin boy 8 N ＋ to be the 
better to ſerve and pleaſe Almighty God, and 
render their Love — wi n him! in Hea- 
ven. 


Seventhly, Of the At 3 of Wor- 
sur, and my Duties in reſpect thereof. 


I am reſoly'd, by the Grace of God, to ſee 
that the Pariſh-Church be kept — good Re- 
pair, and very decent and —4 Pariſh 


L 2 


decline to beautify and adorn it — it 2 


them thereto; It ſhal be my earn 
your to entreat Men to contribute freely and 


76 of bemirifiing Parnobial Chynckg: 


I will contribute as 1 as I can, to-pravake 


nerouſly to the Adornment of Gods Churgh : 
F the Paridh be rich, I will exhort them to 
contribute to the Maintenance of. publick Mu- 
ſick therein; and if ever ĩt pleaſes God to ſend 
me Riches, 1 will aſſuredly give largely af them 
to this Uſe. The Papiſts diſtinguiſh themſelves 
much in ſparing no Coſt to adorn their Churches: 


Shall we Proteſtants come ſhort of them in E- 
legancy of publick Worſhip, who Jo far ex- 


ceed them in Purity of Dodtine, Belich, and, 


I hope, Holineſs of Life? | 


2. I will take care, in panticuler, that the 
Belfry be ſeparated from the reſt of the 
Church by ſome Rails, or other Inclaſure: 
For to let it be open, is often' the Cauſe of 
much Profanation and Rudeneſs inthe Church. 
3. I will not allow of any publick School 
to be kept in the Pariſh- Church; which, be- 
ſides the Damage it often does the Build- 
ing, gives the Boys a vulgar and diſreſpectful 
Notion of it (if God's Grace don't alter them) 
all their Lives Time after; in that it uſed to 
be their Place of Sport and Play. | 
4- Nor ſhall any one at any Time be ſuffer- 


.d to talk aloud in the Church of worldly Af 
"fairs, wear their Hat in it, or, in any relpect, 


ule it as a common Building. Our Lord Jeſus 


Wis yery zealous for we material Zewwiſh 
Tem = 


: Endea- 


ere. gs 


1 


e 


ee oo eee 


reg ; an then 1 thall be able do 


Tbe beſt Uſe of Curates, or Afiſtars- 
Temple: One End of which, in my @pi 
1 Imits tion of greath the, 5 = 
cated to God's Worſhip wi ae en 
e See Mark xi. 15, 10 


don, e Sir, J haye ee my 


T before you-; ef af my 
— in pp mt to the Que of RED only 
theſe four to them. 


hat finge the Work is great, and my 
Abiltics but ſmall, and that tis ble Imay 
in my propos d Induſtry in my Ofhce, 
5 hope I ſhall not,) I pro- 
— e, if my Income will = it, to have 
an Aſſiſtant to help me, to whom I will com- 
mit the 7 and leſs arduous TOS, re- 
ſervin moſt laboutious for my ſelf. 
oy, = preudging I bal meer ich DiF 
foulties an n — Abutes and 
Aſfronts ſrom wicked Men, for 28 eat Zeal 
for God, and Hatred of the Vices t LW - 
Lam fully determined, Dy his aſſiſting Grace, 
e to go on, maugre them all; to be 
brave in the Cauſe of G wh not to flinch, 
thaugh never ſo many ſhould oppole me. For 


L — — gth, that J am ready to lay 


Life, if call d to it, for my Lord 


with leſs Ils and Injuries. 
3. That I propoſe to communicate all. theſe 
n! to my Dioceſan, and. crave his We 


78 Great Deferente due to Biſhops. 


in the Diſcharge of them, as alſo his ProteRis' 


on, if I ſhould happen to be oppoſed, and his 
Encouragement in theſe my fervent Defires 


and Attempts to promote Piety, and the In- 


tereſts of the Church; offering his Lordſhip, 
if he pleaſes to accept thereof, an Annual, or 


Triennial Account of my Labours, and their 
Succeſs: With a Liſt of thoſe Perſons I have 
been the Means of bringing to God, By which 


Method I propoſe to my ſelf the Advantage 
of being kept ſtrict to my Duty, out of an 
Emulation to approve my ſelf to my Father 
in Chriſt, and of the moſt venerable Order in 
his Church. TU TO l OE 

4. I reſolve, as little as may be, to inter- 
meddle with Politicks, Parties, or any Affairs 


relating to the State (which I take to be be- 


ſide my Office of Guardian of Mens ſpiritual 
Concerns) except my preaching Loyalty to the 
King, and Fidelity to the Nation, at proper 
Times, may be called ſuch. F 1692 

I know, Sir, that * underſtand Men and 
the World exactly well, and therefore I would 
not have offer d theſe uncommon Thoughts 
and Propoſitions to your View, had I not 
known you alſo to be one who greatly fears 


and loves Almighty God; for with Worldlings 
they may ſeem fooliſh and impracticable. But 


you know divine Love enables a Man to do all 
Things that are poſſible ; nay, and thoſe which 
to the carnal-minded may ſeem impoſſible, = 


. 


W . -wer, err reer, 


. 
oy 


True Lovers of God the only fit Judges. 79 
his lov'd Saviour's, ſake. Were I not ſenſible 
u have felt this ſacred Paſſion your ſelf (I 
ls 5 — in its bigheſt Degree) and known its 
s moſt powerful Effects, I would not have pro- 
poſed ſuch a Scheme of Action as this to you; 
Which, I ſay, to Men Strangers thereto, might 
Or i ſeem romantick, and of an Utopian Nature. 
| For the Truth is, if I do all I here propoſe 
„(ind yet my Heart ſuggeſts. many a un- 
ch written tows) I muſt reſolve to give up 


my whole Time to God, and the fpiritual In- 
al tereſts of m * I muſt watch often 
Day and Night, fit up early and late, be 2 
= Hermit tq che World, (though not withdrawn 


from it,) that is, to its Maxims, Cares, and 
Pleaſures. I muſt bear all Reproaches, go 
through all Difficulties, be ſtrong to Labour, 
make the Miniſtry my whole Employ, as much 
as the Miſer does tlie getting of Money, or 
the Ambitipus Man his Honours and Preſer- 
ments. And truly, if I am as laborious and | 
indefatigable in that Labour, as ſome Men 

d are in Purſuit of the Intereſts and Pleaſures of 

Id the Weeks! ſhall do every Tittle of what 1 


ts have laid before you, and more. I am ſenſi- 


dC ble, that it I do fo, I can never riſe to any 
rs Eminency in the Church ; for I ſhall have no 
85 Time to acquire much of that abſtruſe and 
Ut ſpeculative Learning, which gets Men a great 
l Name in the learned World, and raiſes ſome 
h | xo the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Dignities. For my 
. Part, 


Tochlal 


e the Ralbt und Relations! 


125 } gk ing my Duty well in 4 Pas 
oft, itt an ordinary ay at obſcure ANT, 
on, to any other whatſoever ; and 0 I c 
get the Favout bf Altnighty God: Aud the 
ſciouſneſs of having 4010 2 my Day Well Pre 
Station, I am not Bienen what Fe b 
but Kave it entirely to tlie ious, Wiſdom 
Goodneſs : Above all, beſeeching that Goodtic 
to give me the Grice to be 15 172 5 therein. 
For I ktiow 8 Heth N Charge upoh 
me when 1 me a Pa of $6uls. Thoſe 
Words m Eze 1 ſo once reps hug His 10 


will I Tit at think Hand, ate ſevere en 
to male the moſt ſttiet and piqus W ate 
of Souls tremble. Foo, who wk * 2 


Proficient” in divine Knowledgi 6, fib1 


that the Worth of, one immorta feel! Sou 75 515 
that of the whole frtaterial World. Wie 5 
dreadful Punifhniert then, you, will the 
Hireling have, that'p efides 7 Sheep for 
Wages, and Sari them not? Who eat 
eth a few empty Words to them, and that's 
all; but does riot vigorouſly ſtrive to keep 


them from the Wolf, ind ſo being them ſafe t 


Chriſt? No! but balely letteth Fett be te. 
voured by the Enemy. If the Lord foreſee, 
that if I have a Charge of Chriſtians upon me, 
1 ſhall be ſo baſe, ſo perjur d a Wretch both to 


him and them, IT beſeech him from my Soul 


he may never permit it, but deal otherwiſe, 


atid in Mercy with me. 
Now, 


OT TB EO EARAMOTRO 2 Dm eenpmFfrRA AASBPUICe ALA © oe ed 


Drvine Love the beſt Motive to our Duty). 81 


Now, if the Senſe of my 3 
Danger of neglecting it, make d. 
Impreſſion on me, (to = this Diſcourſe as. =] 
began it,) what muſt the Love of wr gr 
Lord, think you, do ? O that Love! that di- 
vine Love! what an irreſiſtible Force it carries 
with it! I conſider, if God ſo loved me in my 
Redemption, as to g ive me the Earneft of an 
eternal happy — (a Bounty as infinite in 
Duration as its Donor,) how — Lot Neceſſi- 
ty love him; of Force, of Gratitude love him 
Then again, if I confer his Self-Excell 
how does that attract Love? | Methinks I 
God in the Centre, as the Spirit of _- 
darting forth his Beauties round in the C- 
cumference ; the Circumference (if I may ſo 
ſpeak) of infinite Space. Can I. chuſe but 
ai e! love e all! O- thou con- 
ummate Beauty ! when my Eyes 
way I fee in al ee 
corn from thee ! How lovely then, | paſt; all 
human Imagination now, muſt thy eſſential 
Spirit be! In theſe Thoughts; my lov'd Friend, 
E wiſh, I long to be with God. But I muſt 
ſtay his Leiſure, and his appointed Time; till 
when, {hall I not ſpend my whole Soul; Life, 
and Strength, to pleaſe my Love ? Can La- 
bours be hard, Diſappointments fretting, world- 
ears diſmay ing, or carnal forbid en Plea- 


ir 
$ vitorious, when I feel ſuch a Love for 
M the 


if chey were all Heirs of et 
Nurber as this, were I to ſpend e 


92 Divine Love ober. comes all Difficulties. 

ct: God of my Life and Bliſs! No! by the 

Graceiof Chriſt, I reſolve that nothing created 

Sparate' me from him the All-perfe& 

Untrente. Conſequeſitly, the whole * my 

Buſineſs muſt be; if this Love i to 
VI 


preferye my Soul 4 Sacrifice. to and be- 
lides, bring him as many holy Victims as I 
can. Sure if I have ſucha Jeal tor the Safety 


af others Souls, I muſt be vigilant to preſerve 


my on. Accordingly, I wefolve ſtill to be 
briglitoning my Lamp, to pour in Oil, and go 


And fhall I not ſtrive: tb carry witl 


My Heurt tells. m en 0p 
the Truth. 


9 298 
«1 Really, Sir, Lnever. 90100 any Sight that af- 
fefted my Soul with ſuch great and vatious 
Naſfions, as a on of Clxiſtians 
from the Pulpit; 0¹ 


bag druf few of theſe can be ſa ved. And 
then xgain, O how bleſſed à thi 


Life. 
if J could be the Means of converting "So : 


my Life in labouring for it, I ſhould be infe- 
rior in Digtity and Worth to the Task. You 
know I have endeavoured to do manty uncom- 


mon things towards the Advancement of Pie- 


4 ty 


faſt very laſt t᷑o ineet the divine Bride renn 


the 'Thought,): how: dreadful "is to wo der, 
that ucrordiug tothe common way of Mens 


_ twould r, 


every Hour of 
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| The Conclufion. | 
ty and Virtue, in the poor Station I am now 
in: Yet I muſt. confeſs I camo ſhort of what I 
could have done. But I propoſe to my felt, 
that when I am fix d, have a Cure properly 
my own, and Ability and Authority among 
them, that then I ſhall exert my very utmoſt 
in all the Reſolutions I have laid-before you. 

I confeſs it my Duty, to make ſome Apo- 
logy for this troubling you with Concerns 
which relate chiefly to my ſelf; and for en- 
treating your Judgment upon the whole I have 
offer d, with your added Advice and Inſtructi- 
ons: And I ſhould do it, but that I know, yas 
you would take it ill; for your Friendſhip is of 
{0 pure a Nature, that you delight to do all 
the Offices of it an your Patt, and never think 
you have dens enough: But you gw jealous, 
if your Friend do his Duty, the be js too ofh- 
cious to pleaſs, For tis your Nature to love 
to oblige, more than to ige; and but 
to pretend to out · dq you in Kindneſſes, would 
be to loſe you; which would be as great a 
Misfortune as could befal me. 


Therefore I humbly take my Leave, com- 
mitting you, my deareſt Friend, to the divine 
Protection; and once more earneſtly beſeech 
your Prayers, your perſevering Prayers, for my 

Soul, that it may be bound up with the 
— of the Lord, and, together with yours, 


| M 2 Pate 
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Pear of the divine Nature, and the ſupreme 
alures of the beatifick Viſion to all Eter- 


nity, 44 ; 

j 8 prajeth, Good s, — 
U Mur Aﬀeftionate Obliged Friend, 
14 DST ao af and Humble Servant. 
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wy = SE Know any Subject of Piety p jeaſeth. 
"ww you; therefore I take the Liber- 
9 to add this Act of Praiſe and 
90 . which I uſe in my private 
== Devotions for my. ſelf, and my 
moſt Dear and Honour'd Brethren of the 
Church of Ebi | 


A Prayer for the Engliſh 


CLERGY and a 


1 0D, Father, Original of the Spirits of 
of all Fleſh | bleſſed be thy Goodnek 
in Intuſing into me and all Mankind an intel- 
lectual Soul, a Spark of thy Divine Perfec- 


tion, Bleſſed be thou that it's Nature is im- 
mortal, 


EY gracious to me. Thou haſt not only eo ' 


86 A Prayer for the Engliſh Clergy and People. 
mortal, that Chriſt redeemed it, and that 
through him it isexdain'd to eternal Happineſs 
in thy Preſence. O, I beſeech = Grace, tha 
I may co-operate with thy Wi Js nd 
6 te my immortal Part entirel 
and thy Service. Lord! I am ſo 1 ol 
the Plealure of Intelligence _ thee, that ] 
am willing to ren all the enſual here; 
vrhich may diſpleaſe thee. Bleſſed God, . 
me to be moderate in my Affoctions to this 
World, and to abhor the Thought of making 
a 1 End and Heaven, as corrupt Nature is 
ape vo o do. I long for the Divine Life 

ith my Gracious ak and live in the 
continual . of happily attaining it. O 
Jeſu! I defire to love thee with my whole 
Soul; and I offer that Soul to thee as a Sacri- 
tice of Lore: For thou haſt been exceeding 


me to a Senſe of my Sins, and of thy great 
Love and Mercy, and given me a Will to 
ſerve and pleaſe thee, but haſt conferr'd the 
greateſt Honour on me, I, thy unworthy Crea- 
ture, was capable of receiving. Thou haſt 
ordained me to ſerve at thy Altar, and made 
me a Watchman over the immortal Souls of 
Men. O Eſſence of Wiſdom and Goodneſs ! 
inſpire me with ſuch a Love for them, that I 
may lay out my whole Life and Strength for 
their Good, to bring them unto thee. Give 


me, I moſt humbly pray thee, thoſe —_ 
0 
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A Prayer for the Engliſh Clergy and People. 87 
of thy Divine Spirit that fit Men for the Mi- - 
niſtry of thy Son's Goſpel. Be with me, gra- 
cious Jeſu! and give me the Celeſtial Art of 


gaining Souls to thee, of turning the Hearts 


of the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, 
of changing the Minds and enlightening the 
the Eyes of all I have the Charge over, who 
know not thee, their Great, their Chiefeſt 
Good. Be gracious to all the Paſtors of thy 
univerſal Church. O that the whole World 
were become one Sheep-Fold under the chief 
Shepherd Chriſt Jeſus! Till when, . Deareſt 
Lord, encreaſe the Number of true Chriſtians. 
Bleſs all proteſtant Miniſters, particularly thoſe 
of the Engliſh Church. Grant the Prieſts of 
thy Altar Holineſs of Life, Purity of Heart, 
and a conſtant Zeal tor thy. Glory and the In- 
tereſts of their People's Souls. Give them 


Strength to be indefatigable in their Miniſte- 


rial Labours, and crown thou thoſe Labours 
with much $gcceſs. O, that there might not 
be one Waeldlitng or Hireling among them; 
not one 5 live unworthy the ſacred 
Dignity of his Infuſe into thy imme- 
diate Servants, the Paſtors of thy Church, ſo 
ſincere a Love to thee and it, that they may 
do all that lies in them to ſave their own Souls, 
and the Souls of them that hear them. Grant 
the People Grace to hear thy Holy Word 
with Joy and ſincere Practice; that ſo both 
thoſe who miniſter, and thoſe miniſter'd unto, 

| 4 


er — — 
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may be bleſſed in their Deed. Be g 


tian Biſhops, th "his Rulers 
eſpecially on all of that venerable Order in 
our Land, and particularly on our pious Dio- 


* - * * 
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$8 A Prayer for the Engliſh Clergy and People. 
graciouſly 


pleas'd to multiply thy Grace 72 Sl Chil 
of thy 


ceſan, ind all the Clergy of this, Dioceſe. 

Finally, have Mercy on me, O my good God; 
giving me a faithful Heart in my Miniſtry here, 
and a Place with the reſt of hy Holy ones in 
Heaven. Grant this, O glorious Godhead, 
O bleſſed Diety, Trinity in Unity, thro' the 


Mediator Jeſus, to whom, with the Father 


and the Sp be immortal Glory, both by 
= Churc Militant and Triumphant. Amen; 


Church, 


| 
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Author's enaftes 


AT HIS 


INDUCTION : 


BETS IT 13 on 


To the Pariſhoners of the Por of 2 | 
in the County of I — n, B. H. their: ö 
unworthy Paſtor, praying God for their” | 
Health and Increaſe in Grace, wiſheth 
everlaſting Happineſs. to Re nd 


 Emireh Beloved i; in. Crit Jer oter Lord 
Count my ſelf happy that God hath 
u called me to his Service as a Miniſter 


off " of the Goſpel; None Nane, ek ſo that 
it is in a Proteftant Nation, here the 


Knowledge of his Will in its higheſt Purity is 


N taught 


ful Sins, we are to warn them of the great Ha- 


| fly Sin as they would a Serpent, and'tak 


90 The Author's Charge at his Induction. 

and lernt; and that in his Providence + 

__ to be the Paſtor of a Proteſtant Peo- 

9 know the Scriptures, and 
ee nd rig to them. 

15 For Yo u, 


infinite Merey Ge of God to you, 
of ls ten Chr and of, the Im- 


ality of your Souls, that they are 


of never-ending Bliſs in Heaven, which God, 


on your Faith and Obedience hath promiſed, 
- Ta, 


ſelf will receive hiv is ho hath 
ade oe chew with N 
ion: Will receive his n 

= his Reproofs, and ſubmit to his Directi- 
ons, 1n your ſpiritual Concerns, with all Cam- 
Etecially Ie ben 'the Seiten yh 

cially ſince from u 
. — ict the Char . Se yh 
Prieſts in their Office, o — be 12 
Souls; for he appointeth us WATCHMIN over 
them. We are to vou, as far as we 
can, from all Sin, We are to look out, and 
ken approaching Dangers, and warn you of 
them. Orif the En of your Souls ſhoald 
have got Hold of any of you; that is, if an 
Chriſtians are ſo unhappy as to fall into wil- 


zard they run. We are to rouze them ! 
cy iritual Lethargy, and knowing the Ter- 
the Lord, ſtrive to — hem to 


hly teaftle of the 


. 
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of offer'd Grace and Salvation. If we neglect 


this, if we are ſo falſe to God and you, as to 
ſuffer Sin to lye unte prov d upon you, and ne- 
gle the Safety of your precious Souls, your 

LOOD Will God require at our Hands, Exch, 
Chapters iii. and xxxiii, which I entreat you 
euch | yo peruſe, and then you'll ſee how ſe- 
vere 2 Charge God layeth upon us; then you 
will not think us officious or troubleſome, be 
we never ſo exact in performing it. 

St. Paul, that beſt and moſt careful of Shep- 


herds, under Jeſus the chief Shepherd of Souls, 


was vety e of the Weight and Difficulty 
of this Office: Therefore he giveth us who 
ſucceed him in the Miniſtry theſe and ſuch like 


Commands. To watch in all things, to en- 


* dure Hardneſs as good Soldiers of Jeſus 
* Chriſt, to make full” Proof of our Miniſtry ; 
* to be apt to teach, to be patient and gentle 
© to all Men; to preach the Word, — 
* (tant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon (that is, 
as it may appear to wicked Men) to re- 
* 'prove, rebuke, exhort with all Long-ſuffer- 
* mg and Dodtrine.” Theſe Precepts you 
may find diſperſed throughout hisFirſt and Se- 
cond Epiſtles to Timothy, which, tho'wrote at 
firſt, to him, relate to us and all the Miniſters 
of the Church to the End of the World. 
The Orx1cx of -endeavouriug to reconcile 
wicked Men to God, of turning them from 
ftrong Habits of Sin to Virtue and Piety ; of 
FT” N 2 - being 
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92 The Author's Charge at his Ingu#tion. 
being the Guides of Chriſtians, marching be: 
fore them in the little Army of God's Church 
in this evil World, where they are ſurrounded 
with innumerable Enemies, Daggers, Deceits, 
and Temptations, and are attack d continually 
by them: I y, the Orrre of guarding and 
leading Chriſtzans on, thus encounter d and (as 
Officers in War muſt do) of being continually 
on the Watch, in all Places and Times of 
Danger, encouraging, reproving, beſeeching, 
threatning, and by all Methods perſwading 
thoſe committed to their Care to behave them- 
ſelves bravely and valiantly in the diffigult and 
heroic Fight of Faith, cannot but be an Office 
of very great Moment and Labour. ' 
But then 'tis alſo a glorious one! "Tis glo- 
rious to turn many to Righteouſneſs ,. and 
thoſe that d ſo ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever 
and ever, Dan. xii. 3. It is richly worth a 
Miniſter's while, to toil his whole Life, if he 
might but convert, and be ſome Means of ſa- 
ving one poor Soul only, whoſe real Value much 
exceeds that of all-the World. But by the 
Grace and Bleſſing of God, his Servants, the 
Preachers of his Word, may and do convert 
and turn Maxx to him. 
Therefore being convinc d of the Weight, 
the Worth, the Advantage of becoming a 
9 5 Fans * reſolve thro 
Help and Guiding, ſo. to be among vou. 
For moreoyer, if the infinite Rewards God 
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The Author's Change at his Induction. 93 
opoſeth will not charm me to my 
—.— tkreaten d Woes may well Aan 


into it. It muſt be a dreadful thing to have 


the Loſs of Mens immortal Souls laid to the 
Charge of our Negligence; or ſor us to deſerye 
the ſad Character God gave the Prieſts of his 
Church in Ezekzel's Time, That they did eat 
the Fat of the Sheep, and cloath'd themſelves 
with the Wool, but fed not the Sheep. See 
them ſet farther forth, with a Woe denounced 
againſt them, E zekiel Xin. 

Upon all theſe Conſiderations I purpoſe to 
the beſt. of my Power, after having begg'd 
God's migh WHY Aa, continually and care- 
fully to watch over you, as one that muſt give 
an Account of you at the Judgment Seat of 
God, that I may give it with Joy and not 
Grief. To this. 

rſt, I ſhall uſe m 7 utmoſt Skill and Indu- 

ftry to preach the gſorious Goſpel of Chriſt 
Jeſus us plainly and carey; ; not 5 > much ** 
wor om and Eloquence 
in he — of God. I will cy ſtrive 
Tr and ſincerely to divide the Word of 

ruth ; endeavouring by Arguments fetch'd 
from thence , to keep you all from Sin, 
ſtrengthen you in all Grace, and encreaſe your 
Knowled e in the holy Scri s; endeavour- 
ing by that divine Word roughly to ſearch 
the Conſciences of All: To con convince the ig- 


notant, mollity. the harden d Sinner * ac 


94 Me Author's Charge at his Induction. 

fuch be found among you) confirm the Wenk, 
and encourage every one to caſt away the 
Works of Darkneſs, and put on the Armour 
of Light and Grace; to live as Pilgrims and 
Strangers in this evil World, and datly walk 
with God, expecting an everlaſting and far 
richer Inheritance with him in Heaven. 
Second, If I perceive this publick Preach- 
ing has not its due Effect, but that there are 
ſtill public and unreformed Sinners among 
you, I ſhall, make it my Bufineſs, by all Me- 
thods of mild and loving Perfwation, firſt + 
vately to wam and reprove them ; and if that 
avail not, uſe more Severity ; publickly repro- 


ving them before All, that others _ 5 
ad ſo ufe more Severity according to the ſpi- 
ritual Authority which God giveth his Mini- 
ſters for Mens tion, and not Deſtruction. 
Thirdly, I ſhall be very careful and conftant in 
inſtructing your Children, and the Youth of your 

Pariſh in the Principles of Religion,.not only b 
the publick Catechiſm, but by excellent Expoſi- 
tions of it wrote by able Divines of our Church, 
and by other Methods of my own; whereby 
I intend that they ſhan't learn things by roat, 
but have a full Senſe and Underſt of the 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant Religion, as their 
Years and Capacities will ſuffer them. 
Fourth, 1 propoſe to take Pains to ſit 
- all of you for the holy Sacrament, as far as 
in me lies, fo that you may be worthy Re- 
| ceivers 
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The. Author's Charge at. his Induftion- 95 
ceivers of it; and to this End ſhall ſet apart 
propet Times to examine the Youth, and 
thoſe who may want to be look'd inta about 
their Knowledge in that bleſſed Duty, and tho 
Preparation required for it: And I ſhall be 
ſtrict in remarking the Lives of all thoſe who 
are to be Communicants as far as reſpects Vir- 
tue and Religion, and admit none to that ho- 
ly Table, but the innocent, or truly penitent 
and reform'd, as far as may be judg'd by their 
known Converſations. . . | 

 Fifthly, 1 deſire and intend, *$ I may be 
permitted, to have frequent private Diſcourſes 


with every one of you under my Cate, that ] 


may judge how tis between God and your 
Souls; whether they are ſafe, and what your 
Knowledge in ſpiritual things is. For unleſs I 
know this, how can I give you proper Inſtru- 
ctions, or warn you aright ? There fore, if you 
are not want ing to your ſelves, I will not be 
ſo to you in this reſpect, of letting you know 
iritual Condition; from the being igno- 
rant of which Thouſands of careleſs Chriſtians 
iſh in their Sins, in the Wrath of God, and 
woful Ignorance and Blindneſs, | 
Many other Methods, not mentioned here, 
I propoſe to my ſelf to advance your ſpiritual 
and eternal Good by; in the mean time re- 
ſolving not to forget to promote ycur tempo- 
ral Welfare, and the Intereſts of your Pariſh, 
to the utmoſt of my poor Ability, by reliev- 
va | ... | 


ak _ 


cali © 4 Be Author't Charge at bis Induftion: 
ing the Needy and Neceſſitous among you, and 
| provoking oe ſo to do 9 55 ern ing you. 
| to Peace and Love, and on any Differences 
| ſtriving to compoſe them; with ſuch like kind 
| and good Offices which I conceive a Paſtor 
| owes his People. Upon the whole, next to 
pleaſing God, and ſecuring my. own Soul, it. 
| will be my greateſt Joy as well as Care, to get 
| your Love and Eſteem, and do you all the Good 
| / 
Eſpecially I ſhall ſtrive to ſecure you in God's 
| Favour, and fix you in the Knowledge and 
Love of him. This chief Work ſhall be my 
| Study eatly and late; and this, God afiing, 
mame with his divine Strength, I will keep ſtrict 
to as long as I am among. you. n 
For, my dear Friends and Neighbours! 
whom I dearly love in our Lord Jeſus, even 
as my own Soul, what I now ſpeak to you is 
out of pure Aﬀection and Deſire for your im- 
mortal Good; and when I conſider that every 
one of you, as well as my ſelf, muſt appear 
one Day, and be judged before God, I am the 
mare earneſt to exhort you, and thereby ex- 
hort my ſelf alſo, to walk as becometh the 
Friends and Diſciples of the holy Jeſus. . 
Truly, good Chriſtians! the ſerious Conſi- 
deration of the ſevere and dread Day of Judg- 
ment to come, had always, and ſtill hath, a 
greater Influence on my Soul, and ſtrikes it 
with a mote ſenſible Dread of the Juſtice and 
HO Nei 
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The Arthas Charge at bis Inulin. of © 
Majeſty of God, than any other religious Cons : 
ſideration whatever. For when I reflect, that 
on that terrible Day, the Lord Jeſus, in all 
the Pomp and Majeſty becoming the Son of 
God and Judge of Mankind; will bring me 
to ſtrict Account for a Truſt committed to me, 
of greater Conſequence than any other this 
Side Heaven; it is Matter of much Terror to 
my Mind; and ſpurreth me on to to a very 
ſtrict Diſcharge of my Miniſterial Duty; -, 

If I have been a Lover of the World, and 
negligent of your Souls; I conceive my heaven- 
ly Judge will ſpeak to me Tnus dreadfully. 
See, O wicked and falſe Servant! how baſely 
thou haſt betrayed thy heavenly Truſt! See 
what Souls have petiſhed through thy Covet- 
ouſneſs, Flattery, Neglect or Difimulation! 
O Hireling! who caredſt not for my Sheep, 
but regardedſt them not, becauſe thou wert 
an Hireling, loving the preſent Wages more 
than the Good of thy Flock, or thy Maſter's 
* and future Reward. Go thou 
faithleſs, go curſed Wretch into everlaſting Fire 


+ w# 


prepared for the Devil and his Angels, 


II IT have truly loved and watched your Souls, 
Tnus comfortably. Well done good and faith- 

ful Servant! Thau haſt kept the Faith, and 
fought the good Fight; thou haſt been a care- 
ful WaTcaMan, and none of my Sheep com- 
mitted to thee have periſhed by thy Negli- 


gence; Bleſſed and happy art thon, who haſt 


been 


Y 
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been faithful in a you. = „Iwill make thee 
Ruler over many: . 4 into the everlaſt- 
ing Joy ef e thy bud. O happy Sentence! 
O glorious Approbation of the gracious Judge! 
Can Tever labour enough to ſeek for it? Or be 
my Pains and Care never fo fatiguing and 
great, can they be too many, or too ſevere to 
gain ſo unſpeakable an Honour as ſuch an Ac- 
quaintance and Applauſe, given before all 
God's holy Angels and Nun and the whole 
World, will yield? 
Nor will God the Ie acce of you, if in 
your ſeveral Callings and Stations you live ho- 
neſtly and holily, to his Glory, and your Neigh- 
bours Edification. The ſame Reward is laid 
up for you in Heaven. Therefore I warn, I 


beſeech you earneſtly to ſtrive to enter in at the 


ſtrait Gate. Caſt off all your Sins (if you in- 
dulge any) be reconciled to God, and take 
hold of his offer d Lobe and ner the Me- 
diator Jeſus. — 
It is your Duty „Crſflun, to help me your 
Miniſter, wh,” though he promiſes great 
things, yet may come fhoft of them, nay, it 
may be, fall to Sin too, if God's mighty 
Grace don't ſupport him. Therefore, in the 
firſt Place, and above all, I beſeech your daily 
Prayers for me, as mine are for you and yoors. 
Moreover, I beg your Practice of the follow. 
ing Duties, whereby you may render my Mi- 
niſterial Office among you far more eaſy to Fei 
| irſt, 
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Firſt, Search your own Souls. impartially: 


Caſt out the Evil, and embrace the Good. 


Seek after God by earneſt, Prayer, and ſtrive 


to become new Creatures: Labour after the 
new Birth of Faith and (Grace. Strive daily 
to overcome {ome or other of your Failings, 
and to encreale in every 'neceſſary Virtue and. 
Grace: Such as, Honeſty in your Dealings, 
Diligence, Meekneſs, Forgivenels, Love, Cha- 
rip, Faith, aud Piet 

Second), Be careful and exact in training up 


| your Children in the beſt Education your can 


give them ; and aboye all, in the Fear of God, 
he Knowledge of his Will, and Obedience 
to it. SLE 


Third, Study Peace and Love, and all 


ood Offices of Friendſhip and Chriſtian Neigh- 
urhood among your {elves : Be hard to An- 
fer ealy to Remiſſion. Strive to make up 
reaches before they grow too wide, and be- 
come remedileſs. | | | 
Fourthly, Make and take all the Opportu- 
nities you can to do Good. Be bountiful to 
the Poor, eſpecially the Pious Poor. Thoſe 
have the firſt Right to your Benificence. Re- 
member the Saying of our dear Lord quoted 
by St. Paul, that tis more bleſſed to give than 
to receive: And alſo how he telleth us himſelf 
in his Goſpels, that at the Day of Judgment 
he will greatly reward the charit able. hoſe 
who fed, viſited, cloathed, comforted the 
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V 6 Foo The Author s Charge at his Indu#tion: 
„ miſerable, thoſe he will then eſteem as his beſt 


" 
” 


Friends, and their good Deeds as done to him- 


elf, becauſe done to the poor and indigent 


Members of his Dody, the Church, whom yet 
e e wei i weden rn? 


 Fifthly, Be careffil, when there's an Occa- 
fon, to rebuke each other. Do not be aſha- 
med openly, to confront thoſe who will offend 
God impudently. Check the bold Swyearer, 
and reproye the immpdeſt Talker. Warn the 
negligent,” who ſin of Careleſsneſs; and in eve- 
ry fit Circumſtance exhort each other faithful-: 
ly : Which it you do, you'll greatly help me, 
and be the Authors of much Good both to 


yourſelves and others. 1 
" Laſth, Be conſtant Keepers of your Church, 


and ſtedfaſt Communicants in it. Hearken to 


no Separatiſts or Hereticks of any kind: If any 
ſuch attack you, and you can't deal with them 
let me know of it. I'll undertake to defend 


the Church of England, or procure ſome Di- 


vine or other better skilled than my ſelf, who 
ſhall. Our Church is the beſt conſtituted in 
its Doctrines, Ceremonies and Orders, of any 
now in the Chriftian World. Therefore I be- 
ſeech you, hearken to no Sectaries, who would 


draw you into Schiſm, which is a very great 
9 Sin, 4 


angerous to your Souls. If there are 


any among you already fallen off, I will not reſt 
fill I bave done my utmoſt to recover them, 


EF £0 Let 


The Author's Charge at bis Induction. tom 
Loet no ſlight Pretences hinder your Attengy, + 
dance on God's publick Servioe. Remember 
Chriſt hath ſaid, where t2v0. or three are gathers, | \ 
red together in his Name,; he will e in the * 
midſt of them, and grant their Requeſt.>: Hub- 
lick are far more efficacious han private Pray- | 
ers; and congregational is far more, excellent 
than Family Worſhip. By no means therefore 
neglect your Churcl . 1 | 
And that your Behaviour there may be re- 
ar, decent, and devout; I beg you diligent- 

y to peruſe your : CommonePrayer-Books at 
home. You- will find them worth the often 
reading, the: Enghſp Service being one of the 
moſt excellent Collections of Prayers eyer made 
by Man ſince the Times of the Apoſtles. The 
Rubrick, or Directory for your Behaviour at 
Divine Service, is wrote throughout your Pray- 
et-Books in a ſmaller. Letter than the reſt M 
which pray mark and obſerye, TWO other 
Duties I omitted, which muſt be as earneſtly | 
recommended to you as any of the reſt. | 
_ Firſt, Your having daily Prayers, and read- | 
ing of God's Word, at leaſt every Morning 
and Evening, in your Families. He liveth not | 
like a Chriſtian, who won't call his People to- 
ther daily to pray to, and praiſe. Almighty 
od. He is a Reproach to his Religion, and 
it looks as if he put it on out of Cuſtom on 
Sundays only, and then caſt it off for the reſt 
td ade des.” 
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102 Phe Author's Charge at his Induktion. 


Sage and Serene un God, will on 
i ante tow will oth 
tainly ſeverely 8 os it 4 
| bnd , I de ow-toitaks all Oppartuni-, 
ties to as dg. good Books, as you can. 
$ your In conſtant»! 
ly ITE You' muſt di digeſt the Now Teſta», 
ment thronghly,. and never TY wearyiof teadr 
ing and retaining it. Alſo Divines of our 
Church have wrote innumerable; pious Books 
both to inform the Underflandings, and move 
the ions of Chriſtian Readers. Some 
treat of Prayers, and have form d Devotions 
for every Day in the Week, and Feſtival in 
the Year ; Theſe will help your Family and 
3 Devotion. Some Baoks traat of the 
y Sacraments ; others of holy Living and 
Dying: Some of Caſes of Conſcience: Some 
again, of difficult Places in Scripture, and others 
of the Decrees and Attributes of God. It 
will mightily help you in your Advancement, 
both i in pious Knowledge and Practice, to = 
1 luch of theſe 'as you can; in chuſſ 
which, if you need ic you than't want my: 
beſt Direction. 


Thus have I bebe my Mind Sealy, at my 
Entrance upon my ' miniſterial Office among 
you ; letting you underſtand before, what 1 
intend to do amongſt you, and what I expect 
from you. To the'End, that if afterwards I 
fail 1 in am * in any of theſe my. * 6 
an. 


he Author's Charge at his Tnduftion. 103 
and Promiſes, you may remind me of them ; 
which I ſhan't take ill, but moſt kindly : And 
alſo, that I might encourage you, by my great 
Concern for your Souls, to watch narrowly 
aſter them your ſelves, and endeavour more 
and more to pleaſe God, and be conform'd to 
the perfect Example of the bleſſed Feſus. - 
Accept of theſe poor Endeavours for your 
Profit, from your weak tho' willing Miniſter, 
who paſſionately deſiret your Salvation. I 
ray God bleſs you in all Mr Lead you 
E his Grace to the End of this Life, and 
' thence to eternal uninterrupted Bliſs, and un- 
fading Glory with him in Heaven. Amen I 
pray God! To whom be higheſt Glory and 
Adoration. Amen, Amen 
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